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"HRISTMAS EVE

This afternoon’s bulletins have been placed in memory of
Edgar Brown. Peace be with you dear, always.
Love Helene

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are
invited to stand as you are able.

MUSIC AS WE GATHER
WELCOME

TERRITORY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (7n unison)

As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to
remember we live and love and work and worship on
lands that are, by law, the unceded territory of the
original peoples, the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on
this land, and live in peace and in friendship with its
people.
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CALL TO WORSHIP:

You all look excited!
We are! Is he here yet?
Who? Who's coming?
The baby of course!
Huh? What baby?
Jesus! The light of the world!
Right! That's why we've all come together!
We gather to worship as people of light!
We gather by the light of hope, peace, joy and love.
We help to prepare the way!

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES: Cheryl & Mya Brewster

We light a candle for hope.
(the first Advent Candle is Iit)
We light a candle for peace.
(the second Advent Candle is lit)
We light a candle for joy.
(the third Advent Candle is lit)
We light a candle for love.
(the fourth Advent Candle is lit)

CHORAL RESPONSE: “"We Light This Candle”

We light these candles for Christ.
Await the new life within.

May our hearts now live each day,
so Christ can find a way,

so Christ can find a way.

Words and music: Pat Mayberry © 2016
Arrangement: David Kai © 2016

GATHERING PRAYER:

The time of waiting is almost over. God of new life, we are coming

into a time of wonder and delight, a time of promised light. You

have come to us, that love may be born. (continued next page)
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In this sacred time and in the coming, holy night, may we and the
world you love so much know peace and promise to work for
peace. Together and with you, we celebrate the arrival of the

Prince of Peace. O come, let us adore him. Let us hear the angels’

song. Amen
*CHRISTMAS CAROL: “"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” VU # 48

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively)

What did the angel say to Mary at her house?
Don’t be afraid!
Yes! And what did the angel say to Joseph in a dream?
Don‘t be afraid!
You're right! What did the angel say to the shepherds as they
watched their sheep?
Don‘t be afraid!
Exactly! Don't be afraid! You're not alone! Peace be with you!
And also, with you!
Please turn to those around you and greet one another with a
word of peace.

A CHRISTMAS LOVE STORY

Drawn from adaptations of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke
and a Nativity Play by Rev. Susan Lukey and the Children
and Youth Worship Team at High River UC, AB,

with further adaptations by Rev. David.

Used with permission.

*CHRISTMAS CAROL: "Away in a Manger” VU #69

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay
close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING

We are given a child to lead us. Jesus is born to show us the way
of unselfish love. And so, we give, we share ourselves fully so that
all might have abundant life. Our offerings will now be gathered.

OUR OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD

*OFFERING RESPONSE: "In the Bleak Midwinter” VU 55
(verse 4)
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him—give my heart.

*OFFERING PRAYER (in unison)

These are days and nights of blessing, of love being born
where we least expect it. May what we offer here give
birth to unexpected blessings for all. May our shared time
together be the beginning of love’s power unwrapped, and
love’s joy without end. Amen

A CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER: (responsively)

We've waited long, until this night,
angels banish a weary world'’s fright,
glimpses of hope in candle light,
word and song echo Spirit’s flight,
visions of God'’s grace and Love’s delight,
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CHORAL RESPONSE: "A Candle is Burning”

this night, this night,
come Jesus, come Emmanuel,
this holy night.
And together we pray, as children of God might:

Our Father...

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE:

The time is near; the child soon comes.
We light the Christ candle, the light of life.
It's the light in which we have our hope,
the light in which we know peace.
It's the light in which we share our joy and glow
with the light of love.
Christ comes! In a tiny newborn infant,
a great big love is made real!
Gloria! Hallelujah!

(Verse 5)VU #6

We honour Messiah with Christ-candle’s flame,
our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim.
O come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night,

as God comes among us, the Christian’s true light.

We light our candles...
*CLOSING HYMN: "Silent Night, Holy Night” VU#67

Silent night! Holy night!

All'is calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah,
Christ the Saviour is born,

Christ the Saviour is born.

Silent night! Holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

SHARING THE LIGHT
(The Aadvent Candles are extinguished.)
POSTLUDE - “"We Wish You a Merry Christmas”

Refrain
We wish you a Merry Christmas (3X)
And a Happy New Year

Good tidings we bring, to you and your kin
We wish you a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year

Refrain




