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Lectionary for today 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 46 

Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 

Lectionary for next Sunday 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

We welcome Wayne Lord and thank him  

for leading our worship service this morning! 

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are 

invited to stand as you are able. 

Due to copy right, this week’s service will not be live-streamed 

MUSIC AS WE GATHER 

WELCOME  

*TERRITORY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (in unison)   

As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to 

remember we live and love and work and worship on 

lands that are, by law, the unceded territory of the 

original peoples, the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on 

this land, and live in peace and in friendship with its 

people. 
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LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE (The Christ Candle is lit…)  

In the light of Christ, the power that holds all things together is 

revealed as mercy and forgiveness.  May this flame draw us into 

the presence of Jesus:  our centre, our peace, and our hope, here 

and now. 

CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively) 

We gather to worship the Holy One, the image of the invisible God. 

In Christ, all things are created and held together in 

love. 

We come before the One whose power is not domination but 

compassion. 

Whose glory is revealed in mercy and forgiveness. 

Come, people of God, into the presence of the Living Christ. 

We come to worship the One who reigns among us in 

peace. 

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP:  “Come Build a Church” 

 (Seasons of the Spirit – volume 7) 

Come build a church with soul and spirit,  

come build a church of flesh and bone. 

We need no tower rising skyward; 

no house of wood or glass or stone. 

Come build a church with human frailty, 

come build a church of flesh and blood. 

Jesus shall be its sure foundation. 

It shall be built by the hand of God.  

Words and music: Ken Medema © 1991 

Ken Medema/Brier Patch Music. Used with permission 

GATHERING PRAYER: 

Loving Christ, You are the image of the unseen God, the One 

through whom all things are created and made whole.  You reign 

through mercy, not might.  Open our hearts to your presence 

today.  Renew us, unite us, and fill us with peace, so that our 

worship reflects your love.  Amen 
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*GATHERING HYMN: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”  VU #213 

Rejoice, the Lord is King! 
Your risen Lord adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing 
and triumph evermore: 

Refrain: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: 
rejoice; again I say, rejoice! 

Jesus the Saviour reigns, 
the God of truth and love; 
when he had purged our sins, 
he took his seat above. 

Refrain 

God's kingdom cannot fail; 
Christ rules o'er earth and heaven; 
the keys of death and hell 
are to our Jesus given. 

Refrain 

Rejoice in glorious hope, 
for Christ, the Judge, shall come 
to glorify the saints 
for their eternal home. 

We then shall hear the archangel's voice; 
the trump of God shall sound, rejoice! 

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION: (in unison) 

Loving Christ, you reign with mercy and truth, yet we often 
follow the ways of fear and pride.  Forgive us when we 
turn from your love and forget your call to peace.  Renew 
us by your Spirit and make us whole again. In your grace 
we are forgiven; in your love we are made new.  Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE: “And When You Call for Me”  MV #96 

And when you call for me, 
I have already answered. 
And when you call for me, 
I am already there. 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 

…The peace of the risen Christ be with you all!  

And also with you! 

Please share with one another words and signs of peace. 

*HYMN: “Shadow and Substance”     MV #44 

Shadow and substance, wonder and mystery, 

spellbinding spinner of atoms and earth; 

soul of the cosmos, person and energy, 

source of our being, we sing of your worth. 

 

We are your image, formed in community; 

sisters and brothers of Adam and Eve. 

You gave us colour, custom and history; 

teach us to honour what others receive. 

 

Naming the nameless Spirit of unity, 

scanning the heavens for signs of your care; 

God of the ages, give us humility; 

guide us to mystical union in prayer. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (responsively) 

Loving God, you speak to us in so many ways. 

Speak to us now through the reading of the scriptures. 

 Amen 

SCRIPTURE READING    Judy Losier 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43-4- 

REFLECTION: “Together We Worship”  

by Rev. Melody Duncanson-Hales 

GIFT OF MUSIC – “I Am the Dream” 

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS    Anne Wilson  
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INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING 

In Christ, all things are held together: heaven and earth, strength 

and tenderness, life and love.  We are part of that great story of 

giving: love poured out, grace made visible, hope shared in 

community.  Through Pre-Authorized Giving, through Mission and 

Service, through the offerings of our time, skill, and wealth, we 

join in God’s work of healing and renewal.  Let us bring our gifts 

with joy, that Christ’s love may continue to take flesh in us and in 

the world.  Our offerings will now be gathered. 

THE OFFERING IS GATHERED 

*OFFERING RESPONSE: “What Can I Do?”   MV #191 

(2 times) 

What can I do?  What can I bring? 

What can I say?  What can I sing? 

I’ll sing with joy.  I’ll say a prayer. 

I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

* THE OFFERING IS BROUGHT FORWARD 

*OFFERING PRAYER (in unison) 

Loving Christ, you reign through mercy and service.  Bless 

the gifts we bring—our offerings here, our Mission and 

Service giving, our steady support through PAR, and the 

daily gifts of our hearts and hands.  Use them to bring 

healing, justice, and joy, and make our lives a reflection of 

your love.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father/Mother/Creator  

who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CLOSING HYMN: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”  

VU#681 

Where cross the crowded ways of life, 

where sound the cries of race and clan, 

above the noise of selfish strife, 

we hear your words of life again. 

 

In haunts of wretchedness and need, 

on shadowed thresholds, dark with fears, 

from paths where hide the lures of greed, 

we catch the vision of your tears. 

 

The cup of water given for you 

still holds the freshness of your grace; 

yet long these multitudes to view 

the strong compassion of your face. 

 

O Jesus, from the mountainside, 

make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 

among these restless throngs abide; 

and tread the city's streets again, 

 

till all the world shall learn your love 

and follow where your feet have trod, 

till glorious from your heaven above 

shall come the city of our God. 

*SENDING FORTH 
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*CHORAL SENDING FORTH: “May the God of Peace MV 224 

May the God of peace and of all good, 
may the God of peace and of all good 
be always with you. Amen! 
May God’s peace be with you. Amen! 

(The Christ Candle is extinguished.) 

POSTLUDE 
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Church News 
This Week at First United Church 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday to Friday 

Monday 9:00-11:00 AM Badminton – DEMH GYM 

Tuesday 9:30 AM-11:30 AM Quilters – DEMH Downstairs office 

 1:00 – 3:00 PM Knitting Group – Eddy Room 

 3:00 PM Bible Study Cancelled 

Wednesday Turkey Supper Preparation 

 6:30 PM Choir Practice 

 7:00 PM Christmas Choir Practice 

Thursday 4:00 – 5:30 PM Take Out Turkey Supper 

 4:30 – 6:00 PM Eat In Turkey Supper 

Saturday 8:00 AM–1:00 PM Bathurst Community Market – GYM 

Peanut Butter –Our quota for 2025 is to collect 1,000 jars of peanut 

butter for the Volunteer Center.  Up to November 19, 2025 we have 

received 849 jars with funds on hand to purchase 65+ jars. 

Sunday, December 7th at 2 PM – Memorial Hymn Sing 

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of The 
United Church of Canada, First United Church 
along with special guests, will be offering an 
afternoon of Christmas Carols that mean so 
much to us as we remember our loved ones.  A 
reception will follow. 

The deadline for requests for the hymn sing is 

drawing to a close.  If you have not already done so, please fill out 

the information and submit it to the office by dropping it in the mail, 

offering plate or leaving it at the church office no later than this 

Wednesday, November 26th.   

Mark your calendars, tell your friends & family to come and 
join us for this musical event! 

Bathurst Pastoral Council will be meeting on Tuesday, December 

4th at 4 PM in the Eddy Room.  A copy of the agenda and other 

pertinent information will be emailed during the coming week. 

-8- 



Church News 
Turkey Supper this Thursday, November 27th  

Take out will be from 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM - Eat in will be from 4:30 

PM to 6:00 PM.  Tickets are $18 for adults and $6 for children. As 

there are a limited number of tickets, they will be sold on a first 

come-first served basis.  Please contact a member of the Ways & 
Means Team or drop by the church office from 9 AM to 3 PM 

Monday to Friday. 

Sponsored by 
Kenny’s Trucking Ltd. & Shine House  
(A Division of Stothart Automotive) 

As part of our Stewardship Program here at First United, 
information on Planned Giving through Wills and Bequests is available 
to our congregational membership.   All members are encouraged to 
review this information and take the appropriate steps pertaining to 
your wishes. The information is available from the church office.  
Below you will find a stewardship quote relating to the same. 

 

 

Once again this year we are 

hoping to have the beauty of 

our sanctuary enhanced with 

poinsettias for the Christmas 

season. Those wishing to 

contribute to the Annual 
Poinsettia Fundraiser may place an envelope in the offering plate 

on Sunday morning.  Please mark clearly on the face of the envelope 

– Poinsettia Fundraiser with your name, PAR or envelope number.  

List the names that you wish to have printed in the Christmas bulletin 

insert.  Donations will also be received in the church office – deadline 
is Wednesday, December 10, 2025. 
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Community News 

The Downshore Community choir, which consists of the 
Anglican and United Church choirs and friends, will present “An 
Evening of Christmas Carols” on Saturday, December 13, at 7 PM at 
Central United Church in Clifton. Please mark the date on your 
calendar and join us for some familiar favourite carols. Admission at 
the door will be $10.00, under 10 years free. Proceeds will be shared 
by both local churches. 

The Bathurst Community Concert Band Flute and Clarinet 
Ensembles present: 

A Christmas Celebration: Music for the Season. 
On Sunday November 30th at 2 p.m. St. Lukes Presbyterian Church, 
395 Murray Ave. Free-will donations accepted. 

Come together with family, friends, and neighbors to hear local 
musicians perform a selection of beloved carols, that capture the true 
spirit of the season. 

SHRINERS – Give help and hope for 
kids 
Shriners are a brotherhood of men 
committed to family, engaged into ongoing 
personal growth, and dedicated to providing 
care for children and families in need. Our 
backgrounds and interests are diverse, but 
we are bound together by our shared values 
and a desire to have fun, do good and build 

relationships that can last a lifetime. 

Once again, this year you can help the Shriners with their fundraiser. 
Purchase a calendar for $20 and have a chance to win prizes every 
day of the year. The fruitcakes are delicious and you can get a box of 
three for $25. Or a package Milk Chocolate Almonds for $5. All the 
money from this fundraiser goes to help the children in our area.  
Contact Harvey Spence at 506-546-2742 for reservation. 

A FAMILY AND COMMUNITY BREAKFAST will be held at St. 
George’s Anglican Church, 432 King Avenue, on Saturday, 
December 13th from 8:00 – 10:00 am.  As this community event 
serves to fund our local mission projects, we rely on donations and 
ask that you consider a minimum donation of $ 8.00 to help defray 
costs.  We appreciate your kindness and support.  Come and enjoy 
fellowship and great food. 
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The Kin(g)dom of God is within you. 
Share it! Spread it! Live it! 

 



Community News 

Thank you!  On behalf of the “Lesotho Initiative” Committee of ASD - 

N, a special ‘thank you’ is extended to the members of the 

congregation of First United Church who supported our recent 

calendar drive.  A total of 200 “Help Lesotho” 2026 calendars were 

sold, and this will raise $ 3000. for the work of “Help Lesotho” with 

Grandmothers and vulnerable children in the tiny mountain kingdom 

of Lesotho, Africa.  Since 2006, this initiative has raised over 

$154,000. for the work of “Help Lesotho”.  (There are additional 

calendars available for anyone else who would like to support this 

cause. Gary Branch -egbranch@rogers.com – 506-546-9208)) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS – Common English Bible 

Colossians 1:11-20 

11 by being strengthened through his glorious might so that you 
endure everything and have patience;  

12 and by giving thanks with joy to the Father. He made it so you 
could take part in the inheritance, in light granted to God’s holy 
people.  

13 He rescued us from the control of darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of the Son he loves.  

14 He set us free through the Son and forgave our sins. 

Hymn about Christ’s work 

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the one who is first over 
all creation, 

16 Because all things were created by him: both in the heavens and 
on the earth, the things that are visible and the things that are 
invisible.  Whether they are thrones or powers, or rulers or 
authorities, all things were created through him and for him. 

17 He existed before all things, and all things are held together in 
him. 

18 He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the 
one who is firstborn from among the dead so that he might occupy 
the first place in everything. 

19 Because all the fullness of God was pleased to live in him, 

20 and he reconciled all things to himself through him—whether 
things on earth or in the heavens.  He brought peace through the 
blood of his cross. 

Luke 23:33-43 

33 When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified 
him, along with the criminals, one on his right and the other on his 
left.  

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re 
doing.” They drew lots as a way of dividing up his clothing. 

35 The people were standing around watching, but the leaders 
sneered at him, saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself if he 
really is the Christ sent from God, the chosen one.” 
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36 The soldiers also mocked him. They came up to him, offering him 
sour wine  

37 and saying, “If you really are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”  

38 Above his head was a notice of the formal charge against him. It 
read “This is the king of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals hanging next to Jesus insulted him: “Aren’t 
you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 

40 Responding, the other criminal spoke harshly to him, “Don’t you 
fear God, seeing that you’ve also been sentenced to die?  

41 We are rightly condemned, for we are receiving the appropriate 
sentence for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 

43 Jesus replied, “I assure you that today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 

 


