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Greeters Linda Knowles MacPherson & Charles Ramsey 
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Lectionary for today 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

Psalm 119:137-144 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

Luke 19:1-10 

Lectionary for next Sunday 

Micah 4:1-5 

Psalm 98 

Matthew 5:1-9 

Today’s bulletins have been placed in loving memory of: 

Doris Clowater by Wayne and Colette 

& 
Charles, Dorothy and Scott Knowles 

from Wendy, Stanley and family 

& 

Laura Parrott (RCAF), Hugh Parrott (Army), Elizabeth Morison 

(RCAF) and Bill Morison (Distinguished Flying Cross) 

all of whom served in World War II from Brenda and Dave 

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are 

invited to stand as you are able. 

GATHERING 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING 

WELCOME 
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TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: (in unison)   

…As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to 

remember we live and love, and work and worship on 

lands that are, by law, the unceded territory of the original 

peoples, the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on this 

land, and live in peace and in friendship with its people. 

CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively) 

Saints and sinners,  

we who struggle and we who serve, 

believers and questioners, faithful and forgetful, 

all who are hungry, who hope and who hurt, 

all who are here and all whose belonging is in our beloved God, 

we come to worship remembering our story, 

we come to worship remembering we are loved.  

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP:  “Come Build a Church” 

 (Seasons of the Spirit – volume 7) 

Come build a church with soul and spirit,  

come build a church of flesh and bone. 

We need no tower rising skyward; 

no house of wood or glass or stone. 

 

Come build a church with human frailty, 

come build a church of flesh and blood. 

Jesus shall be its sure foundation. 

It shall be built by the hand of God.  

Words and music: Ken Medema © 1991 

Ken Medema/Brier Patch Music. Used with permission 
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GATHERING PRAYER: 

God of glory, life and love, you are Creator of eternity, our intimate 

constant.  We gather for worship in holy places, just as you dwell 

in the sacredness of our hearts.  Inspire us today, surprise us, and 

grant us solace and peace.  We seek to know you, to see you more  

clearly even as you are always with us.  Continue to call to us, not  

from above, but here where we are, and where you are pleased to 

be and make things new.  Call us by name that we may climb 

down from heightened inwardness and injury, that we may rise 

again, and grow more fully into abundant life, into your likeness 

and light.  That with love we may be creators too.  This we pray in 

the name of Jesus, who shares our story.  Amen 

*GATHERING HYMN: “Come Touch Our Hearts”  MV #12 

Come touch our hearts that we may know compassion,   

from failing embers build a blazing fire;   

love strong enough to overturn injustice,    

to seek a world more gracious,    

come touch and bless our hearts.   

Come touch our souls that we may know and love you,   

your quiet presence all our fears dispel;   

create a space for spirit to grow in us,   

let life and beauty fill us,    

come touch and bless our souls.   

Come touch our minds and teach us how to reason,   

set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream;   

help us to open doors of understanding,   

to welcome truth and wisdom,    

come touch and bless our minds.   

Come touch us in the moments we are fragile,   

and in our weakness your great strength reveal;   

that we may rise to follow and to serve,   

steady now our nerve,   

come touch and bless our wills.  
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Come touch us now, this people who are gathered,   

to break the bread and share the cup of peace;   

that we may love you with our heart, our soul,    

our mind, our strength our all,   

come touch us with your grace. 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE: The Christ Candle is lit… 

As a grateful, gathered people, we light this flame as a sign of the 

Christ light that shines within and among us all, the light that 

beckons and attracts, the light through which we see the beauty 

and the need of the world, and the light by which we respond in 

love.  The light which touches our hearts and illumines our hopes.  

The light of the world, which no darkness can overcome. 

Thanks be to God! 

*WE OPEN OUR HEARTS:  

Psalm 119 Righteous are you, O God   VU #841 

Part 6, Refrain 6 

 Refrain: 

 Righteous are you, O God. 

You are righteous, O God, and your judgements are just. 

 The decree you have made are righteous and true. 

I am consumed with rage because my foes neglect your words. 

 Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves it. 

Refrain: 

 Righteous are you, O God. 

Though I am belittled and despised, 

I do not forget your commandments. 

 Your righteousness is eternal and your teaching is true. 

Though trouble and anguish come upon me, 

your commandments remain my delight. 

 Your righteous decrees are eternal; 

 give me understand, that I may live. 

Refrain: 

 Righteous are you, O God 
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OUR HEARTS ARE FILLED: 

Once again, we have a psalm that speaks of human experience 

and emotion.  The writer emphasizes the righteousness of God and 

all that God does, and he asserts, perhaps a little self-righteously, 

certainly with no little faith, that he follows and does not forget 

God’s desire.  No matter what troubles may assail us, no matter 

how we may feel due to the actions of others, the loving, creative 

and redeeming action of God is eternal, is now, is here.  True life, 

abundant life is found, and is ours in the grace of God.   

God, who is Holy Mystery, gifts us and calls us into wonder and 

understanding, that we may live and love in the sacred vision of 

peace.   

CHORAL RESPONSE – “And When You Call for Me”  MV #96 

And when you call for me, 
I have already answered. 
And when you call for me, 
I am already there. 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 

…The peace of the risen Christ be with you all!  

And also with you! 

Please share with one another words and signs of peace. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (in unison)   

God, you search our hearts.  Jesus seeks us out, as we seek 

deeper understanding.  May the Spirit’s creative power 

lead us by your word into liberation, life and a love that 

warms our hearts and moves the world.  Amen 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:    Isabel MacLaggan 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 -  

How long must we wait for God? 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

Your faith is growing, your love increasing 

Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus dines with Zacchaeus 
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SERMON: Seeking saints 

GIFT OF MUSIC: “I See a New Heaven”  

COMMEMORATING ALL SAINTS & ALL SOULS          Gary Branch 

*HYMN: “When We Are Living”    VU #581 

When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, 

and when we’re dying, it is in the Lord. 

Both in our living and in our dying, 

we belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

Through all our living, we our fruits must give. 

Good works of service are for offering. 

When we are giving, or when receiving, 

we belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

’Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain, 

when sensing beauty or in love’s embrace, 

whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, 

we belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

Across this wide world, we shall always find 

those who are crying with no peace of mind, 

but when we help them, or when we feed them, 

we belong to God, we belong to God. 

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS         Martha Vickers 

INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING: 

Just as God’s word lives within and among us, so too do all gifts of 

God.  And it is in a living hope that we give, that the light of 

eternal life may shine, sanctifying our lives together.  Our offerings 

will now be gathered. 

OUR OFFERING IS GATHERED 

 

-6- 



*OFFERING RESPONSE: “What Can I Do?”   MV #191 

(2 times) 

What can I do?  What can I bring? 

What can I say?  What can I sing? 

I’ll sing with joy.  I’ll say a prayer. 

I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

OFFERING PRAYER: (in unison) 

Loving God, you sanctify us for the life of the world.  Bless 

and sanctify these gifts and their sharing, that all your 

saints may sing hallelujah.  Through these gifts may love’s 

power and possibility be seen and celebrated.  Amen 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

PRAYER OF JESUS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CLOSING HYMN: “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song”  VU #641 

(Verses 1, 2 & 4) 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey, 

I’ll tell everybody about you wherever I go: 

for our life and our peace and our love is yourself. 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 

 

Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 

Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 

 

I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey, 

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side; 

and with all my brothers you saved by your love, 

we’ll sign to your dawn at the end of our journey. 

 

 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
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*CHORAL SENDING FORTH – “May the God of Peace” – MV #224 

May the God of peace and of all good, 
may the God of peace and of all good 
be always with you. Amen! 
May God’s peace be with you. Amen! 

*SHARING THE LIGHT 

(The Christ Candle is extinguished.) 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

Just Call on Me 

I can’t comprehend just how sad you must feel 

for the loss of someone you love. 

This sorrowful time must still feel unreal 

and you’re looking for strength from above. 

 

I hope, from my heart, that your pain will decrease, 

that your spirit will gain strength again, 

and I pray that your faith will create inner peace 

and that God will send blessings--Amen. 

 

Till then, if you need me to lighten your load, 

I’m waiting to come to your aid. 

Just call on me, and I’ll walk down that road, 

until the dark times start to fade. 

by Karl Fuchs 
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Church News 

This Week at First United Church 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday to Friday 

Monday 9:00-11:00 AM Badminton – DEMH GYM 

Tuesday 9:30 AM-11:30 AM Quilters – DEMH Downstairs office 

 1:00 – 3:00 PM Knitting Group – Eddy Room 

 3:00 PM Bible Study – Eddy Room 

Wednesday 9:00-11:00 AM Badminton – DEMH GYM 

 6:30 PM Choir Practice 

Saturday 8:00 AM–1:00 PM Bathurst Community Market – GYM 

Peanut Butter –Our quota for 2025 is to collect 1,000 jars of peanut 

butter for the Volunteer Center.  Up to October 30, 2025 we have 

received 832 jars with funds on hand to purchase 60+ jars. 

 

 

Sunday, December 7th at 2 PM – Memorial Hymn Sing 

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of The 
United Church of Canada, First United Church 
along with some choir members from Central 
United in Clifton and a couple of other churches, 
will be offering an afternoon of Christmas Carols 
that mean so much to us as we remember our 
loved ones.  A reception will follow. 

The deadline for requests for the hymn sing is drawing to a close.  If 

you have not already done so, please fill out the information and 

submit it to the office by dropping it in the mail, offering plate or 

leaving it at the church office no later than November 26th.   

HELP!!! 
Occasionally, parents are unable to provide school supplies for their 
children. Thus, the Community Outreach Sub-Team is requesting 
that those who are able, purchase & provide the most commonly used 
supplies to be donated to local schools. Same may be left at the 
church office or in the narthex. In advance, we appreciate your 
generosity. 

-9- 

Church News 

Weekly Bible Study is scheduled for Tuesday, November 4th at 3 PM 

with Rev. David Allan.  The lectionary for next Sunday (noted on page 1 

of the bulletin) will be discussed. 

Thank you to our volunteers in October - Counters – Anne Brooks 

and Wayne Cormier; Greeters –Julie & Harvey Spence; Your 

Generosity Matters – Martha Vickers, Ronalds family, Anne Wilson and 

Judy Losier; Scripture Readers – Helen Knowles, Cheryl Brewster, 

Jennifer Oliver, and Stephen Maisey; Hospitality & Friendship – 

Shirley Sealy, Wilma Dempsey and Fayle Ferron; Sound System –

Brenda Parrott, Shirley Allain, and Ralph Jamieson; Audio Specialist – 

Don Eddy for preparing audio for CDs; Videographer – Lester Scott and 

to Josh Gammon and his staff at WebSolutions.ca for uploading the 

YouTube link to the website and Facebook. 

As part of our Stewardship Program here at First United, information 

on Planned Giving through Wills and Bequests is available to our 

congregational membership.  The information is available from the 

church office.  Below you will find a stewardship quote relating to the 

same.  

 

Community News 
Annual Remembrance Service - Each year, on the Sunday 

immediately prior to Remembrance Day, we honour our war veterans 

as well as those who lost their lives in war. Our Remembrance Service 

will be held Sunday, November 9th. Those wishing to place memorial 

crosses in the sanctuary are reminded to contact the Legion office no 

later than November 5th by telephone 506-546-3135 or drop by the 

Legion located at 1220 Bridge Street between 8:00 AM and 12:00 

Noon Monday to Friday or during regular legion hours on the 

weekends.  

Thank you for supporting our veterans  
and the Legion. 

The crosses will be placed in the church on Thursday, November 6th. 
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Stewardship isn’t just about keeping our congregation afloat. 

Stewardship is how we use ALL our resources to help change 

the world to be closer to God’s vision. 



Community News 

A FAMILY AND COMMUNITY BREAKFAST will be held at St. George’s 
Anglican Church, 432 King Avenue, on Saturday, November 8th from 8 
AM to 10 AM.  As this community event helps to fund our local mission 
projects, we rely on donations and ask that you consider a minimum 
donation of $ 8.00 to help defray costs.  We appreciate your kindness 
and support.  Come and enjoy fellowship and great food. 

St. Lukes Presbyterian Church, 395 Murray Ave., will be holding an “ALL 

THINGS CHRISTMAS BAZAAR”, Saturday November 15 from 10 AM 

to 2 PM. Items for sale include a variety of Christmas items and 

decorations, baked goods, pickles, preserves, hand knit socks, etc. A 

free-will offering lunch of soup and tea biscuit, tea or coffee will be 

available.  

The Anglican Parish of New Bandon is holding its annual CHRISTMAS 

CRAFT & BAKE SALE on Saturday, November 15 from 9:30 AM to 

11:30 AM at Christ Church Hall in Clifton.  Admission to the sale is 

free but we are hoping you choose to stay and enjoy a continental style 

breakfast buffet for $10.  This can be paid at the door.  Looking forward 

to seeing you on the 15th. 

SHRINERS – Give help and hope for kids 
Shriners are a brotherhood of men committed 
to family, engaged into ongoing personal 
growth, and dedicated to providing care for 
children and families in need. Our 
backgrounds and interests are diverse, but we 
are bound together by our shared values and 
a desire to have fun, do good and build 
relationships that can last a lifetime. 

Once again, this year you can help the Shriners with their fundraiser. 
Purchase a calendar for $20 and have a chance to win prizes every day 
of the year. The fruitcakes are delicious and you can get a box of three 
for $25. Or a package Milk Chocolate Almonds for $5. All the money from 
this fundraiser goes to help the children in our area.  Contact Harvey 
Spence at 506-546-2742 for reservation. 

The Annual Scottish Feast of Saint Andrew will be held on Sunday, 
November 16th at 12:30 PM at Gowan Brae Golf and Country Club.  
The afternoon event will include a glazed ham dinner with raisin sauce, 
haggis, choice of dessert, entertainment, prizes and more.  Everyone is 
welcome!!  Call Isabel MacLaggan (506-546-5521) for tickets or more 
information. 
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COMMEMORATING ALL SAINTS & ALL SOULS 

Andrew (Andy) Jamieson 

Brigitta (Briddy) Payne 

Jean Smith 

Gordon (Gordie) Chamberlain 

Brian Cameron 

William (Bill) Martin 

Eileen Jagoe 

Helen Knowles 

Claudette Imbeault 

Lois Hachey 

Everett Pentland 

Herman Comeau 

Terrance Spence 

Hugo Bertin 

Richard (Rick) Northrup 

Carla Jennings (died 2024/burial 2025) 

Evelyn Morrison 

Jean Fowlie 

Dr. Peter Yao 

Douglas (Doug) Henderson 

Caroline St. Amour 

Grant Smith 

Stacy Stymiest Blair 

Harry Williamson 

 

 

 



SCRIPTURE READINGS – New International Version 

HABAKKUK 1:1-4, 2:1-4 

Chapter 1  

1. The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received. 

2. How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? 

    Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save? 

3. Why do you make me look at injustice?  

Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 

Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and 

conflict abounds. 

4. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. 

The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted. 

Chapter 2  

1. I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; 

I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I 

am to give to this complaint. 

2. Then the LORD replied: 

Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that 

a herald may run with it. 

3. For the revelation awaits an appointed time; 

     it speaks of the end and will not prove false. 

Though it linger, wait for it; 

     it will certainly come and will not delay. 

4  “See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright - 

     but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness… 

2 THESSALONIANS 1:1-4, 11-12  

1  Paul, Silas and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: 

2  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

3  We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and 

sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and 

more, and the love all of you have for one another is 

increasing.  

4  Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your 

perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you 

are enduring. 

11  With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God 

may make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he 

may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your 

every deed prompted by faith.  

12  We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 

glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our 

God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

LUKE 19:1-10 

1  Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  

2  A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief 

tax collector and was wealthy.  

3  He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short 

he could not see over the crowd.  

4  So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, 

since Jesus was coming that way. 

5  When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to 

him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your 

house today.”  

6  So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7  All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to 

be the guest of a sinner.” 

8  But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! 

Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if 

I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four 

times the amount.” 

9  Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 

because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  

10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 


