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Lectionary for today Lectionary for next Sunday

Joel 2:23-32 Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
Psalm 65 Psalm 119:137-144
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Luke 18:9-14 Luke 19:1-10

Today's bulletins have been placed in loving memory of our parents,
Harold & Edith Payne and Aulay & Florence Scott,

and our nephew David Wiseman by Francis & Peggy Scott

We welcome and thank Helen Knowles for leading us
in worship this morning.

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are
invited to stand as you are able.

GATHERING
MUSIC FOR GATHERING

WELCOME
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: (7n unison)

...As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to
remember we live and love, and work and worship on
lands that are, by law, the unceded territory of the original
peoples, the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on this
land, and live in peace and in friendship with its people.
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LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE & CALL TO WORSHIP:
(responsively)

One: We light this candle to remind us
All: that the shadows do not last forever.

One: The light of Christ is still there,

All: even when we cannot see it.
The Christ Candle is Iit...

One: We are called to be the church,

All: to love God and serve others.

One: And so, we have gathered as brothers and sisters in Christ
All: to once more, worship in joy, in hope and in
gratitude.

One: We are not alone.

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP:

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” VU #400

Lord, listen to your children praying,

Lord, send your Spirit in this place;

Lord, listen to your children praying,

send us love, send us power send us grace!

GATHERING PRAYER

*GATHERING HYMN: “Come, Let Us Sing” VU #222

Come, let us sing to the Lord our song,
we have stood silently too long;

surely the Lord deserves our praise,

so joyfully thank God for our days.

O thirsty soul, come drink at the well;

God’s living waters will never fail.

Surely the Lord will help you to stand,
strengthened and comforted by God’s hand.
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You dwell among us and cause us to pray,
and walk with each other following your way;
our precious brothers and sisters will grow

in the fulfilling love they know.

Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing
to the desire of all living things.

Come, all you creatures, high and low,

let your praises endlessly flow.

PRAYER OF HUMILITY: (/n unison)

God, we realize that sometimes we close
our hearts and minds to others.

We overlook the needs of our neighbours
and turn a blind eye to problems

in Canada and overseas.

We feel that we are helpless

and there is nothing we can do.

For this short sightedness,

forgive us O God.

Your promises are forever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE - "Jesus, You Fill Our Hearts” MV #101

Jesus, you fill our hearts with your love,
our minds with your peace,

and our lives
with your joy.
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER: (responsively) .
eace
..... The peace of Christ be with you. of

Christ

And also with you.

Please share with one another words and signs of peace.
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*HYMN: “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands” VU #570

Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all,
healing pain and sickness, blessing children small,
washing tired feet, and saving those who fall;
Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all.

Take my hands, O Jesus, let them work for you,
make them strong and gentle, kind in all I do;

let me watch you, Jesus, till I'm gentle too,

till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you.

ENGAGING
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Stephen Maisey

Luke 8:4-15
Parable

of the
Sower

REFLECTION: “Making a difference”
MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION
RESPONDING

GIFT OF MUSIC: “"What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS Judy Losier
INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING:

OUR OFFERING IS GATHERED



*OFFERING RESPONSE: “What Can I Do?” MV #191
(2 times)
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
Il sing with joy. I'll say a prayer.
I'll bring my love. I'll do my share.

OFFERING PRAYER: (in unison)

Generous God, bless our gifts that together they will do far
more than we can do alone. Bless us that we might
continue to love and follow Jesus by attending to the
needs in our community and through the Mission & Service
Fund, around the world. We pray in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER: VU #921

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil

for thine is the kingdom, the power,
and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

GOING oUT
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

*CLOSING HYMN: "We Are Pilgrims” (The Servant Song) VU #595

We are pilgrims on a journey,
fellow travellers on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

Sister, let me be your servant,

let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

I will hold the Christ light for you
in the night time of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping,
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow,

till we've seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we've known together
of Christ’s love and agony.

Brother, let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

*BLESSING AND COMMISSIONING



*CHORAL SENDING FORTH “When You Walk from Here"” VU #298

When you walk from here,

when you walk from here,

walk with justice, walk with mercy,
and with God’s humble care.

(The Christ Candle is extinguished.)
POSTLUDE

Church News

This Week at First United Church

Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday to Friday

Monday 9:00-11:00 AM Badminton — DEMH GYM
Tuesday 9:30 AM-11:30 AM  Quilters — DEMH Downstairs office
1:00 — 3:00 PM  Knitting Group — Eddy Room
3:00 PM Bible Study — Eddy Room
Wednesday 9:00-11:00 AM Badminton — DEMH GYM
6:30 PM | Choir Practice
Saturday 8:00 AM-1:00 PM  Bathurst Community Market — GYM

Next Sunday, November 2", Rev. David will be marking “All Saints
& All Souls”, where we will remember all who passed over the past
12 months (November 1, 2024 to October 31, 2025). If you would
like to have someone added to this list who was not part of First
United Church family, please let the office know by Wednesday
morning, October 29,

Peanut Butter —Our quota for 2025 is to collect 1,000 jars of peanut
butter for the Volunteer Center. Up to October 23, 2025 we have
received 821 jars with funds on hand to purchase 60+ jars.
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As part of our Stewardship Program here at First United,

information on Planned Giving through Wills and Bequests is available
to our congregational membership. The information is available from
the church office. Below you will find a stewardship quote relating to
the same.

Remember that people of faith have been the key to some of
the most incredible changes in our society.
How does your faith call you to be a changemaker?

Weekly Bible Study is beginning this Tuesday, October 28" at 3 PM
with Rev. David Allen. The lectionary for next Sunday (noted on page
1 of the bulletin) will be discussed.

The Knitting Group meets on Tuesday afternoons at 1 PM in the
Eddy Room of the Donald Eddy Hall.

Quilters meet each Tuesday morning at 9:30 AM. If you like to quilt
or would like to learn to quilt, come and join us each Tuesday
morning from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM downstairs in the old office in the
DEMH. Tea and Coffee supplied.

All new members welcome.

Rev. Shepherd Munikwa, our UCC East Minister for Mission,
Justice and Outreach will be presenting a seminar at First United
Church in Campbellton on Nov 1, 2025 from 1 PM to 4 PM entitled:

DIVERSITY: HOW CAN OUR CHURCHES BE RADICAL,

INTENTIONAL, WELCOMING & INCLUSIVE
IN TODAY'S GLOBAL VILLAGE

All interested individuals are welcome. Please indicate your intention
to attend this unique educational event by contacting either Heather
Ross (shross@nbnet.nb.ca) or Hugh Ellis (hughgellis57 @gmail.com).
There is no registration fee for this event. Blessings and hope to see
you there!
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Community News

Annual Remembrance Service - Each year, on the Sunday
immediately prior to Remembrance Day, we honour our war veterans
as well as those who lost their lives in war. Our Remembrance Service
will be held Sunday, November 9%, Those wishing to place memorial
crosses in the sanctuary are reminded to contact the Legion office no
later than November 5t by telephone 506-546-3135 or drop by the
Legion located at 1220 Bridge Street between 8:00 AM and 12:00
Noon Monday to Friday or during regular legion hours on the
weekends.

Thank you for supporting our veterans
and the Legion.

The crosses will be placed in the church on Thursday, November 6.

A FAMILY AND COMMUNITY BREAKFAST will be held at St. George's
Anglican Church, 432 King Avenue, on Saturday, November 8% from 8
AM to 10 AM. As this community event helps to fund our local mission
projects, we rely on donations and ask that you consider a minimum
donation of $ 8.00 to help defray costs. We appreciate your kindness
and support. Come and enjoy fellowship and great food.

St. Lukes Presbyterian Church, 395 Murray Ave., will be holding an “ALL
THINGS CHRISTMAS BAZAAR", Saturday November 15 from 10 AM
to 2 PM. Items for sale include a variety of Christmas items and
decorations, baked goods, pickles, preserves, hand knit socks, etc. A
free-will offering lunch of soup and tea biscuit, tea or coffee will be
available.

SCRIPTURE READINGS — New International Version
LUKE 8:4-15

4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to
Jesus from town after town, he told this parable:

5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed,
some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up.

6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants
withered because they had no moisture.

7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the
plants.

8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a
hundred times more than was sown.” When he said this, he called
out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant.

10 He said, “"The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has
been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that,

“though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not
understand.’

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God.

12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may
not believe and be saved.

13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word
with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a
while, but in the time of testing they fall away.

14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as
they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and
pleasures, and they do not mature.

15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good
heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a
crop.

For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,
for the word of God within us all, thanks be to God.



