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Lectionary for today 

Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 Part 1 

Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 

Lectionary for next Sunday 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 

We welcome Cindy Doucet and thank her  

for leading our worship service this morning! 

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are 
invited to stand as you are able. 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING 

WELCOME 

TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: (in unison)   

…As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to 
remember we live and love, and work and worship on 
lands that are, by law, the unceded territory of the original 
peoples, the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on this 
land, and live in peace and in friendship with its people. 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE: 

(The Christ Candle is lit) 

The peace of Christ be with you all… 

And also with you! 

Please share with one another words and signs of peace. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively) 

Children of God Welcome! 

Welcome to this place of love and grace, 

Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance. 

God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved 

community, 

God invites all of us to share in the good news: 

We are welcome, just as we are.  

We are loved, just as we are. 

In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God. 

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP: “Come Touch Our Hearts” 

MV #12 (verse 2) 

Come touch our souls that we may know and love you,   
your quiet presence all our fears dispel;   
create a space for spirit to grow in us,   
let life and beauty fill us,    
come touch and bless our souls.   

*GATHERING HYMN: “I Am the Light of the World” VU #87 

Refrain 
“I am the light of the world! 
You people come and follow me!” 
If you follow and love you’ll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and the shepherds have found their way home, 

the work of Christmas is begun: 

Refrain: 

To find the lost and lonely one, 

to heal the broken soul with love, 

to feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 

to feel the earth below, the sky above! 
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Refrain 
“I am the light of the world! 
You people come and follow me!” 
If you follow and love you’ll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 

To free the prisoner from all chains, 

to make the powerful care, 

to rebuild the nations with strength of good will, 

to see God’s children everywhere! 

Refrain: 

To bring hope to every task you do, 

to dance at a baby’s new birth, 

to make music in an old person’s heart, 

and sing to the colours of the earth! 

Refrain: 

PRAYER OF APPROACH: (responsively) 

I come to you today asking for guidance. 

Please open my eyes and heart to the direction you 

want me to take. 

I feel lost and overwhelmed, and I need your help in finding my 

way. 

Please open my eyes and heart to the direction you 

want me to take. 

Help me to make wise decisions that will lead me closer to your 

path for my life. 

Please open my eyes and heart to the direction you 

want me to take. 

Give me the strength and courage to persevere when times are 

difficult. 

Please open my eyes and heart to the direction you 

want me to take. 

Lead me with your truth and love, so that I may live a 

life that brings glory to your name. 

Amen. 
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CHORAL RESPONSE – “Take, O Take Me as I Am” MV #85 

Take, O take me as I am;  
summon out what I shall be;  
set your seal upon my heart 
and live in me, in me. 

TIME FOR ALL AGES 

*HYMN: “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”  VU #575 

I'm gonna live so God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna live so God can use me  

anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

 

I'm gonna work so God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna work so God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, anytime!  

PRAYER OF APPROACH: (in unison) 

Holy God, we ask for your help, your power, your Spirit, so 

that we can amend our lives and grow more each day into 

the image of Christ. 

We confess that we fear what is different. We confess that 

it’s easier to lock the doors of our community than to 

receive those who don’t look like we look, love like we 

love, or vote the way we vote. We confess that we have 

not lived out your call to share in abundant life and 

unconditional love. 
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We believe that you have the power to turn us around to a 

more inclusive way of living, so we ask you to do that. We 

ask you to give us the courage to change. We ask that you 

give us the energy, intelligence, imagination, and love to 

be your people in all we say and do.     Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 

Friends, hear this Good News:   

the love of God is beyond measure,  

and you are included in that love.   

Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve. 

Amen. 

INTROIT FOR THE WORD: “What Does the Lord Require of You.” 

VU #701 (2 times) 

What does the Lord require of you? 

What does the Lord require of you? 

Justice, kindness, 

walk humbly with your God. 

To seek justice, and love kindness 

and walk humbly with your God. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:    Helen Knowles 

Old Testament: Exodus 3:1-10 

 The Word of God – Thanks be to God 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 105    VU #828 Part 1 

Refrain: 
 Bless God, my soul. Hallelujah! 

Give thanks and call on God’s name. 
Make known to the nations what God has done. 
 Sing, o sing the songs of praise; 
 tell of all God’s wonderful deeds. 
Exult in God’s holy name; 
 let those who seek God be joyful in heart 

Refrain: 
 Bless God, my soul. Hallelujah! 

-5- 

Turn for help to the One who is your strength; 

seek God’s presence continually. 

 Remember the marvels the Most High has done, 

 the wonders and judgements God has given, 

O children of Abraham and Sarah, God’s servants, 

 O offspring of Israel, chosen of God. 

Refrain: 

 Bless God, my soul. Hallelujah! 

You are the eternal God, 

 your justice reaches every corner of the earth. 

You are ever mindful of your covenant, 

the promise you gave to a thousand generations, 

 the covenant you made with Sarah and Abraham, 

 the oath you gave to Isaac. 

You confirmed it for Jacob as binding. 

To Israel your everlasting covenant you declared, 

 “To you I give the land of Canaan, 

 as your appointed inheritance.” 

Refrain: 

 Bless God, my soul. Hallelujah! 

Gospel: Matthew 7:1-12 

 The Word of our Lord – Thanks be to Christ 

MESSAGE:  Nothing Like a Funeral 

GIFT OF MUSIC: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS    Ronalds Family 

INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING: 

In our offering today we have a great opportunity. Let us be of one 

mind and one purpose; that we will each be generous and give as 

we are able. By doing this, not only will great good be achieved, 

but we will also grow closer to the One who calls us.  Our offerings 

will now be gathered. 

OUR OFFERING IS GATHERED 
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*OFFERING RESPONSE:         VU #541 

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low;  

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

OFFERING PRAYER: (in unison) 

Gracious God, you are the source of all that we have and 

all that we give. 

May these gifts help change the world so all who ask, 

receive, and all who hunger are filled.  

Bless these gifts and the ministries of this congregation 

and of the wider church.   Amen 

HYMN: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  VU #400 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying,  

send us love, send us power send us grace! 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

I believe that generosity is its own reward,  

that kindness will prevail, 

that might does not make right,  

that a soft answer turns away wrath. 

I believe that there is power in gentleness, 

that there is more to us than flesh and bones, 

that life will bring more happiness if lived  

for peace and not possessions. 

I believe people of gentleness and faith  

can change the world one unseen,  

unsung, unrewarded kindness at a time. 

I still believe in love and nothing in this world  

can make me stop. 

-7- 

and now we will pray as the Lord has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CLOSING HYMN: “We Are One”    VU #402 

We are one as we come, 

as we come, joyful to be here, 

in the praise on our lips 

there’s a sense that God is near. 

We are one as we sing, 

as we seek, we are found; 

and we come needful of God’s grace 

as we meet, together in this place. 

 

We are one as we share, 

as we share brokenness and fear, 

in the touch of a hand 

there’s a sense that God is here. 

We are one as we care, 

as we heal, we are healed; 

and we share warmth in God’s embrace 

as we pray together in this place. 

 

We are one as we feast, 

as we feast, peace becomes the sign; 

in the bread and the wine 

there’s a sense of love divine. 
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We are one as we come, 

as we feed, we are fed; 

and we feel God’s refreshing grace 

as we meet at table in this place. 

 

We are one as we hear, 

as we hear, heart and hand unite; 

in the word we receive 

there’s a sense that God is light. 

We are one as we leave, 

as we love, we are loved; 

and we seek justice in God’s ways 

as we move together from this place. 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 

May the strength of God sustain us;  

may the power of God preserve us;  

may the hands of God protect us;  

may the way of God direct us;  

may the love of God go with us this day and forever. Amen 

*CHORAL SENDING FORTH “When You Walk from Here” VU #298 

When you walk from here, 

when you walk from here, 

walk with justice, walk with mercy, 

and with God’s humble care.  

(The Christ Candle is extinguished.) 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-9- 

Church News 

Peanut Butter –Our quota for 2025 is to collect 1,000 jars of peanut 
butter for the Volunteer Center.  Up to August 6th we have received 
542 jars and have funds on hand to purchase another 60+ jars. 

HELP!!! - The Community Outreach Sub Team once again needs 
assistance restocking the pantry with non-perishables.  Keep in 
mind that some recipients may be homeless. Preferred 
contributions include: pasta & sauce, cans of soup, soup noodle 
packages, ramen noodles, crackers, cereal, cereal bars, juice 
boxes, canned sandwich fillings, canned vegetables including 
brown beans, canned pasta products (ravioli, beefaroni, 
spaghetti), Kraft Dinner, powdered milk, assorted cookies, 
individual packages assorted fruit treats, bath soap and toilet 
paper.  

Please note that if your donation is greater that $20, please 
bring in your receipt to the church office and it will be added 
to your annual tax receipt. 

As part of our Stewardship Program here at First United, 
information on Planned Giving through Wills and Bequests is available 
to our congregational membership.  The information is available from 
the church office.  Below you will find a stewardship quote relating to 
the same. 

 

Rev. David will be on vacation and study leave from Tuesday 
August 5 until Monday August 25.  Rev. Jean Herman will be 
available for any pastoral care emergencies, and can be reached at 
(506) 252-5150. A big thank you to our Sunday worship leaders in 
Rev. David’s absence: 

August 17: Rev. Bill MacLeod 
August 24: Jennifer Oliver 
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The Gospel according to Luke reminds us, 

“Sell your possessions, and give your money to the poor. Make 

purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 

treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 

destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” 

 



Church News 

Thank you to our volunteers in July - Counters – Edie Gammon and 

Gary Branch; Greeters – Dawn Yao, Brenda Gilliss, Gayle Ferron and 

Brenda Parrott; Your Generosity Matters – Bev Murphy, Ronalds 

family, Judy Losier  and Anne Wilson; Scripture Readers –Anne Wilson, 

Anne Brooks, Gary Branch, Brooke Knowles, Cheryl Brewster, Dave 

Brewster, and Wayne Lord; Sound System –Shirley Allain, and Ralph 

Jamieson; and Videographer – Don Eddy as well as to Josh Gammon 

for uploading the YouTube link to the website and Facebook. 

ClassikFest Chaleur 2025 
Formally known as the Bathurst Chamber Music Festival, the ClassikFest 

Chaleur began in 2012 as a project by local musicians Ariane Saulnier 

and David Scott. The 2025 edition of the festival will take place in 

Bathurst from August 12th to August 17th. 

Tuesday, August 12 at 12 pm - Festival Launch (free): Meet our 

musicians, explore the museum, and enjoy live demos at the Bathurst 

Heritage Museum (360 Douglas Ave.) 

Tuesday, August 12 at 7 pm - Movie Night: Amadeus (free): 

Experience the Oscar-winning film about Mozart and Salieri at the 

Bathurst Heritage Museum (360 Douglas Ave.) 

Wednesday, August 13 at 7 pm - Echoes in the Ether: Immerse 

yourself in a program of soothing, ambient classical works for piano and 

strings - a soundscape where gentle echoes drift through the ether, 

inviting calm and contemplation. Entry by voluntary contribution, 

suggestion: $20 per individual or $50 per family. Location: Bathurst 

Heritage Museum, 360 Douglas Ave in Bathurst. 

Saturday, August 16 at 7 pm- Mozart Reimagined: This concert 

reimagines Mozart's masterworks for new ensembles, transforming 

symphonies and operas into fresh interpretations for smaller groups. 

Entry by voluntary contributions, suggestion: $20 per individual or $50 

per family. Location: First United Church, 309 St Patrick St. in Bathurst.   

Sunday, August 17 at 2 pm - Grooves in Motion: Classical music 

can groove too, and this program is guaranteed to get your toes tapping! 

Entry by voluntary contribution, suggestion: $20 per individual or $50 per 

family. Location: First United Church, 309 St Patrick St. in Bathurst.  
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SCRIPTURE READINGS – New International Version 

 
EXODUS 3:1-10 

Moses and the Burning Bush 

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the 

priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness 

and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  

2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from 

within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not 

burn up.  

3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why 

the bush does not burn up.” 

4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to 

him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the 

place where you are standing is holy ground.”  

6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, 

because he was afraid to look at God. 

7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in 

Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, 

and I am concerned about their suffering.  

8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the 

Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and 

spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  

9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen 

the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.  

10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 

Israelites out of Egypt.” 

 

The Word of God – Thanks be to God 

 
 
MATTHEW 7:1-12 

Judging Others 

1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  

2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with 

the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and 

pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?  

4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 

your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You 

hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will 

see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 

6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. 

If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and turn and tear 

you to pieces. 

Ask, Seek, Knock 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 

the door will be opened to you.  

8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 

the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  

10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  

11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 

gifts to those who ask him!  

12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to 

you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

 
 The Word of our Lord – Thanks be to Christ 

 


