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Lectionary for today 

Genesis 18:20-32 
Psalm 138 

Colossians 2:6-15 
Luke 11:1-13 

Lectionary for next Sunday 

Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 Part 1 

Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 

Today’s bulletin has been placed in loving memory of 
 Bertram Demmings (July 28, 2023) by his wife, Margaret 

“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. 
He causes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” 

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are 
invited to stand as you are able. 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING 

WELCOME 

TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: (in unison)   

…As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to 

remember we live and love, and work and worship on 

lands that are, by law, the unceded territory of the original 

peoples, the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on this 

land, and live in peace and in friendship with its people. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Here, at the end of every worship service, you are sent into the 

world with a daring and a tender love, you are sent in peace.  You 

are sent as disciples of Jesus, with the blessings of God’s presence, 

the light of Christ and the breath of Love, the Spirit.  Take a 

moment now to reflect upon this past week or two.  How was God 

present - moving, loving, creating in and through you or another, 

how was God revealed to you?  And what from those days and 

nights do you bring to worship and before God this morning, as we 

are gathered together?       

A moment for silent reflection, for prayer… 

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS: (responsively) 

We have remembered, we have reflected, some of us have sat in 

restless silence.  We’re used to a worship service full of words 

spoken and sung, a time of reading and reciting, of listening – and 

not always for the still, small voice.   

In the quiet we’re not always sure what to do; our 

mind wanders, and reflecting upon our week as a 

disciple – who, me?!? – is hard!  We’re not sure how to 

do it, we’re not always sure when or how to pray, or 

even if this is prayer at all. 

OUR HEARTS ARE FILLED: 

So be sure, my friends, of this: that the same Spirit with whom you 

have been sent and now sit, the same Spirit that blesses you with 

all manner of spiritual gifts, is the same Spirit that intercedes when 

words fail, when courage fails, when we mumble our prayers and 

stumble over believing our calling into the fullness of our beauty 

and truth and light.  The same gathering Spirit that wraps you in 

the shelter of her wings.   

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP: “Gather Us In”      MV #7 

Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, gather us in, 
ground us, ground us in you. 
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GATHERING PRAYER: 

God of summer rains and glorious gusts, of the warmth of the sun 

and the warming of our hearts, you let loose your love in the 

world, and the untameable Spirit wings her way into our lives 

together. In you we live, in you we love, in you all belong.  You 

invite and intimately welcome, you challenge and boldly affirm, you 

comfort and create anew. In you we worship, in you we pray; in 

you we sing our joy.  Amen 

*GATHERING HYMN: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You” VU #232 

Joyful, joyful we adore you,  

God of glory, life and love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before you, 

opening to the sun above.  

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,  

drive the gloom of doubt away; 

giver of immortal gladness, 

fill us with the light of day. 

 

All your works with joy surround you, 

earth and heaven reflect your rays, 

stars and angels sing around you, 

centre of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain,  

sound their praise eternally. 

 

You are giving and forgiving, 

ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of the joy of living, 

ocean depth of happy rest! 

Source of grace and fount of blessing, 

let your light upon us shine; 

teach us how to love each other, 

lift us to the joy divine. 
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Mortals join the mighty chorus  

which the morning stars began; 

God’s own love is reigning o’er us, 

joining people hand in hand.  

Ever singing, march we onward, 

victors in the midst of strife; 

joyful music leads us sunward 

in the triumph song of life. 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE: 

(The Christ Candle is lit) 

We light this candle as a symbol and a reminder of the presence of 

Christ, the light of the world.  It is the light that is never overcome, 

the first light of Creation, the beginning and the end.  It is the 

Lovelight that beckons and attracts, with vulnerable openness the 

light through which we see more clearly the beauty and the need 

of the world.  It is the light in which we respond with joy and 

hope, with a daring and a tender love, and so in the words of our 

teacher, are ourselves blessed to be the light of the world too.  It 

is the light of truth and grace. 

*PSALM 138 

Refrain:  

We worship in your holy place  

and praise you for your truth and grace. 

I give You thanks, O Blessed One, with my whole heart; 

before all the people I sing your praise;  

I was humbled when I came to see that You dwell in 

me,  

in the Sacred Chapel of all souls;  

my gratitude knows no bounds! 

For You are the Holy One, the Life of our life.  

On the day that I called, You answered me;   

the strength of my soul You increased. 
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Refrain:  

We worship in your holy place  

and praise you for your truth and grace. 

All the leaders of the earth shall one day praise You, 

when your Spirit awakens in every heart; 

and they shall proclaim the new dawn of Light and 

Love. 

Great will be the radiation of your Glory! 

For even as You are the Most High, You are Friend to the lowly; 

the arrogant close their hearts to your love and 

guidance. 

Refrain 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You preserve my life; 

You are a very Presence as I face my fears and doubts;  

your strength upholds me. 

You guide me as I pray to fulfill my purpose on earth; 

You do not forsake those who call upon You.  

Your steadfast Love and Truth endures forever. 

Acknowledgement: 
 Paraphrase of Psalm 138 by Nan C. Merrill, Psalms for Praying: 

an invitation to wholeness (New York: Bloomsbury, 2007) pp. 276-277. 
Refrain by William B. Bradbury, 1863; VU 860 

CHORAL RESPONSE – “How Deep the Peace”  MV #95 

How deep the peace, the confidence,  
of those whose wrongs are forgiven. 
How deep the peace, the confidence, 
of those whose hearts are healed. 

A moment for silent reflection and contemplation,  

a time for listening… 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 

…The peace of the risen Christ be with you all!  

And also with you! 
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Please share with one another words and signs of peace. 

*HYMN: “Seek Ye First the Kingdom”    VU #356 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

and God’s righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Hallelu, Hallelujah. 

Ask and it shall be given unto you; 

seek and you shall find; 

knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 

Hallelu, Hallelujah. 

We do not live by bread alone, 

but by every word 

that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

Hallelu, Hallelujah. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (responsively) 

Listening God, teach us how to hear, 

and teach us how to listen. 

Teach us how to think again, 

and ask better questions. 

Teach us how to open ourselves to your Word, 

in heart and soul and strength and mind.  Amen  

SCRIPTURE READING: 

Genesis 18:16-19:11  Abraham walks with his visitors; 

    Sodom and Gomorrah 

SERMON: Taking a second look 

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS   Anne Wilson 

INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING: 
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The word of God is unconditional love, a love that creates and 

transforms, brings healing and never ends.  We are all blessed with 

this love, we are all made of this love, and so like our God, we are 

invited into generosity and grace.  Our offerings will now be 

gathered. 

GIFT OF MUSIC: “For the Beauty of the Earth”  VU #226 

For the beauty of the earth, 

for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies, 

 

(Refrain) 

God of all, to thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

sun and moon and stars of light, 

(Refrain) 

For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, 

for all gentle thoughts and mild, 

(Refrain) 

For each perfect gift sublime 

to our race so freely given, 

graces human and divine, 

flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 

(Refrain) 
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*OFFERING RESPONSE:      VU #541 

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures high and low;  
give thanks to God in love made known: 
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

OFFERING PRAYER: (in unison) 

Here we offer out of all that we have received in grace: 

life, love, bread for the journey and the assurance of 

forgiveness.  Through these gifts gracious God, may your 

holy name be known on earth as in heaven, may Love be 

known forever.  Here – soon! - may your kingdom come.  

Amen  

SCRIPTURE READING: 

Luke 11:1-13   Jesus teaches the disciples how to pray 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER sung by Amanda Godin 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CLOSING HYMN: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” VU #664 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 

Oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
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Can we find a friend so faithful, 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 

Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL CLOSING: “May God’s Sheltering Wings” MV #214 

May God’s sheltering wings,  

her gathering wings protect you. 

May God’s nurturing arms,  

her cradling arms sustain you,  

and hold you in her love,  

and hold you in her love. 

*SHARING THE LIGHT 

(The Christ Candle is extinguished.) 

POSTLUDE 
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Church News 

Summer hours are now in effect – The office will be closed on 

Fridays until the Labour Day Weekend.   

Peanut Butter –Our quota for 2025 is to collect 1,000 jars of peanut 

butter for the Volunteer Center.  Up to July 24th we have received 534 

jars and have funds on hand to purchase another 50+ jars. 

As part of our Stewardship Program here at First United, 

information on Planned Giving through Wills and Bequests is available 

to our congregational membership.  The information is available from 

the church office.  Below you will find a stewardship quote relating to 

the same. 

 

 
Rev. David will be on vacation and study leave from Tuesday 
August 5 until Monday August 25.  Rev. Jean Herman will be 

available for any pastoral care emergencies, and can be reached at 

(506) 252-5150. A big thank you to our Sunday worship leaders in 

Rev. David’s absence: 

August 10: Cindy Doucet 

August 17: Rev. Bill MacLeod 

August 24: Jennifer Oliver 

 

Many thanks to the First United Church family for remembering me 
on the occasion of my 93rd birthday -Isabel MacLaggan 
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Is your “stuff” building a barrier between you and God? 

Try giving it away. 

 



 

SCRIPTURE READINGS –  

Cheryl:  Our reading is a continuation of the story we heard last 
Sunday, when three travelers were received with hospitality by 
Abraham and Sarah.  As the story continues, one of the travelers is 
revealed to be God. 
 
Genesis 18:16-19:11  The Inclusive Bible 
 
Cheryl: 16 The travelers then set on their way, and came to where 
they could view Sodom, with Abraham accompanying them as an 
escort. 17 Now God reflected,  
 
God: “Should I hide from Sarah and Abraham what I am about to 
do? 18 For they will become a great nation, and will be a source of 
blessings among all nations of the earth. 19 I have known them, so 
that they may command their family and their progeny after them to 
maintain my way of doing what is right and just; in this way I will 
carry out for Sarah and Abraham what I promised them.” 
 
Cheryl: 20 So God said to Abraham,  
 
God: “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is terrible, and their 
sin so grave 21 that I must go down and see for myself.  If they have 
done what her cry against them accuses them of, I will destroy them. 
If not, I need to know that too.” 
 
Cheryl: 22 While the travelers walked along toward Sodom, Abraham 
remained in God’s presence. 23 Then Abraham drew closer and said,  
 
Dave: “Will you sweep away the innocent and the guilty? 24 Suppose 
there were fifty innocent people in the city; would you wipe out the 
place, rather than spare it for the sake of the fifty innocent within 
it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to make the innocent die 
with the guilty! Should the innocent and the guilty be treated the 
same way? Heaven forbid it! Shouldn’t the Judge of the earth act with 
justice?” 
 
Cheryl: 26 God replied,  
 
God: “If I find fifty innocent people in the city of Sodom, I will spare 
the whole place for their sake.” 
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Cheryl: 27 Abraham spoke up again:  
 
Dave: “See how I presume to speak to my Sovereign, though I am 
only dust and ashes! 28 What if there are forty-five innocent people? 
Will you destroy the whole city for the lack of those five?” 
Cheryl: God answered, 
 
God: “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 
 
Cheryl: 29 Abraham persisted, and said,  
 
Dave: “What if only forty are found there?” 
 
Cheryl: God replied,  
 
God: “For the sake of the forty, I will not destroy it.” 
 
Cheryl: 30 Then Abraham said,  
 
Dave: “Let not my Sovereign grow impatient if I go on. What if only 
thirty are found there?” 
 
Cheryl: God replied,  
 
God: “For the sake of the thirty, I will not destroy it.” 
 
Cheryl: 31 Still Abraham went on,  
 
Dave: “Since I have thus dared to speak to my Sovereign, what if 
there are no more than twenty?” 
 
Cheryl: God answered,  
 
God: “For the sake of the twenty, I will not destroy it.” 
 
Cheryl: 32 Abraham persisted:  
 
Dave: “Please, do not be angry if I speak up this last time. What if 
there are only ten there?” 
 
Cheryl: God replied,  
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God: “For the sake of the ten, I will not destroy it.” 
 
Cheryl: 33 After speaking with Abraham, God departed, and Abraham 
returned home. 
 
19 The two messengers arrived at Sodom in the evening, and found 
Lot sitting by the city gate. When he saw them, he rose to meet 
them, then bowed so deeply that he touched the ground, saying,  
 
Gary: 2 “Please honorable travelers, come to your faithful one’s 
house. Wash your feet, and refresh yourselves and spend the night. 
You can continue your journey in the morning.” 
 
Cheryl: The travelers answered, “No, we will spend the night in the 
square.” 
 
 3 But Lot urged them so strongly that they agreed to come to his 
house. Lot prepared a meal for them, baking unleavened 
bread, which they ate. 4 Before they had retired to the sleeping 
quarters, the men of Sodom surrounded the house, young and old, 
down to the last man in town, 5 yelling to Lot,  
 
Wayne: “Where are these travelers who entered your house today? 
Bring them out to us, and let us ‘know’ them too!” 
 
Cheryl: 6 Lot went out before the crowd, closing the door behind him, 
and pleaded with them, 7 saying,  
 
Gary: “No, friends, don’t do such a wicked thing. 8 Look, I have two 
young daughters who are virgins – take them and do whatever you 
want with them, but do nothing to these travelers, for they are 
enjoying the protection of my hospitality.” 
Cheryl: 9 But the crowd yelled,  
 

Wayne: “Stand aside! This fellow Lot came into our community as a 
foreigner, and now he would play the judge. We will treat him worse 
than his visitors!”  
 
Cheryl: They crowded around Lot and pressed close in order to break 
down the door. 
 
 

-13- 

10 But the travelers reached out and pulled Lot inside, shutting the 
door behind him. 11 Then all the men who were at the door, great and 
small, were blinded by a dazzling light so that they were unable find 
the entrance. 
 

Luke 11:1-13 NIV       

11 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, 

one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John 

taught his disciples.” 

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:       

“‘Father, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come. 

3 Give us each day our daily bread. 

4 Forgive us our sins, 

    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

And lead us not into temptation.’” 

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to 

him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a 

friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to 

offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. 

The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t 

get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get 

up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your 

shameless audacity[e] he will surely get up and give you as much as 

you need. 
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9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 

find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who 

asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 

the door will be opened. 

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 

snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 

scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 

the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
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