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Lectionary for next Sunday
Genesis 18:20-32

Lectionary for today
Genesis 18:1-10

Psalm 15 Psalm 138
Colossians 1:15-28 Colossians 2:6-15
Luke 10:38-42 Luke 11:1-13

Today'’s bulletin has been placed in loving memory of
Melissa Carroll (2021) by Mom and Dad, with love

Favever in awy heals.

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are
invited to stand as you are able.

MUSIC FOR GATHERING
WELCOME
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: (7n unison)

...As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to
remember we live and love, and work and worship on
lands that are, by law, the unceded territory of the original
peoples, the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on this
land, and live in peace and in friendship with its people.

CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively)

On this morning of blessings, we come to worship to listen closely
for the Word.
We come to worship to be fed and nourished
for the journey.
On this morning of our new creation, we come to worship to
reflect, for a time of contemplation.
We come to worship to be strengthened
in the sacred ways of love.
Now, my friends, is the time to pause, to breathe, for there is need
of only one thing.
And so we gather this morning with open hearts,
minds and spirits, to reawaken together to the life that
is in God.

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP: "Gather Us In” MV #7

Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
ground us, ground us in you.

GATHERING PRAYER:

All of creation is holy, and in this sacred corner, where joys and
worries meet, where words and silence join, where we your people
come from our different desires and directions, you, O God, are
here, you dwell among us. In this hour may your intimate, loving
presence be felt and seen, heard and known, revealed in us and in
all that that joins us together. With you may we be hosts of one
another. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN: “Eternal, Unchanging, We Sing” VU #223

Eternal, Unchanging, we sing to your praise:

your mercies are endless, and righteous your ways;
your servants proclaim the renown of your name
who rules over all and is ever the same.
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Again we rejoice in the world you have made,
your mighty creation in beauty arrayed,

we thank you for life, and we praise you for joy,
for love and for hope that no power can destroy.

We praise you for Jesus, our Master and Lord,

the might of his Spirit, the truth of his word,

his comfort in sorrow, his patience in pain,

the faith sure and steadfast that Jesus shall reign.”

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE:

(The Christ Candle is lit)

We light this candle as a symbol and a reminder of the presence of
Christ, the light of the world. It is the light that is never overcome,
the first light of Creation, the beginning and the end. It is the
Lovelight that beckons and attracts, with vulnerable openness the
light through which we see more clearly the beauty and the need
of the world. It is the light in which we respond with a daring and
a tender love, and so in the words of our teacher, are ourselves
blessed to be the light of the world too. It is the light in which we
dwell my friends, in which we live and move and have our being.

PSALM 15

Refrain:
Within your holy place,
O God, who shall a dweller be?

O Beloved, You invite us to rest in the abode of your Heart,
to forgive our weaknesses and renew our love.
Who will respond with hearts opened wide to love?

Refrain
Within your holy place,
O God, who shall a dweller be?

Those who walk with integrity,

who are in harmony with your Word,

and sing the heart’s song;
whose tongues speak truth, judging not others,
and seeking only good;
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whose eyes behold not just the outer garments of the body,
but see within the inner robe of Love;

whose own weaknesses are acknowledged

and brought to light in prayer;
those who are just in all affairs of life
and take not advantage of another.

Refrain
Within your holy place,
O God, who shall a dweller be?

Those who dwell in the Heart of Love,
who act justly, with integrity,
will join the Dance of Life,
will sing the Songs of Joy!
Their family, friends and, indeed, the world will be
blessed by their love.

Refrain:
Within your holy place,
O God, who shall a dweller be?

Acknowledgement:

Paraphrase of Psalm 15 adapted from that by Nan C. Merrill, Psalms for Praying:
an invitation to wholeness (New York: Bloomsbury, 2007) pp. 19-20.

Refrain by Thomas Tallis, ca. 1567; VU 736

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS:

How we experience our relationship with God is as varied as we
are. And when our experiences are deep and meaningful, when
they arise in the contexts of our personalities and interests, what
we deem important, our passions and all that is familiar, we can at
times find ourselves in judgement rather than in awe or
appreciation of the experiences of others. Our truth becomes the
truth; our tradition becomes the only way; our trust turns into a
test.

OUR HEARTS ARE FILLED:

Jesus knows this; the Human One knows our temptations and
weaknesses. And he knows our strengths and capacity for selfless
love too. In faith he invites us to openness and transformation, he
believes in you. Because we too are made of holiness, we too are
fitted with a yearning for the spirit’s shining; we too are made of
light. Today, we are gifted with peace.

-4-



CHORAL RESPONSE — “"How Deep the Peace” MV #95

How deep the peace, the confidence,
of those whose wrongs are forgiven.
How deep the peace, the confidence,
of those whose hearts are healed.

A moment for silent reflection and contemplation,
a time for listening...

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively)
...The peace of the risen Christ be with you all!
And also with you!
Please share with one another words and signs of peace.
SHARING OUR STORIES

*HYMN: “Jesus Hands were Kind Hands” VU # 570

Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all,
healing pain and sickness, blessing children small,
washing tired feet, and saving those who fall;
Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all.

Take my hands, O Jesus, let them work for you,
make them strong and gentle, kind in all I do;

let me watch you, Jesus, till I'm gentle too,

till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (7n unison)

We now make time; we make room for the sacred stories
of scripture. May we receive your word, in the midst of our
words O God, with a generosity and attentiveness of spirit.
May we welcome you as our hearts are warmed by your

wisdom and grace. Amen
SCRIPTURE READINGS: Gary Branch

Genesis 18:1-10 Abraham and Sarah receive visitors
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Luke 10:38-42 Jesus visits Mary and Martha

SERMON: Intentional, attentive grace
GIFT OF MUSIC: "Come to My Heart”

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS Judy Losier

INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING:

We are visited by a God of vision, of justice and peace, of
abundant life. We are shaped by a God who is Love, and who
invites us with all that we are and have received into loving and
creative community. Our offerings will now be gathered.

OUR OFFERING IS GATHERED

*OFFERING RESPONSE: VU #541

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow"

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

OFFERING PRAYER: (in unison)

We bring our whole selves to so much of what we do, and
here we again offer of all that we have been so gifted to
have and to be. May these offerings be a blessing as we
are blessed to give, may they be transformed for the
transformation of the world. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER
PRAYER OF JESUS

ANNOUNCEMENTS



*CLOSING HYMN: "0 Beautiful Gaia”

Refrain.
O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.
O beautiful Gaia, calling us on.

Soil yielding its harvest, O Gaia, calling us home.
Soil yielding its harvest, calling us on.

Refrain.:

Waves crashing on granite, O Gaia, calling us home.
Waves crashing on granite, calling us on.

Refrain:

Pine bending in windstorm, O Gaia calling us home.
Pine bending in windstorm, calling us on.

Refrain:

Loon nesting in marshland, O Gaia, calling us home.
Loon nesting in marshland, calling us on.

Refrain:
*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL CLOSING: “"May God’s Sheltering Wings”

May God'’s sheltering wings,

her gathering wings protect you.
May God'’s nurturing arms,

her cradling arms sustain you,
and hold you in her love,

and hold you in her love.

*SHARING THE LIGHT

(The Christ Candle is extinguished.)
POSTLUDE

MV # 41

MV #214

Church News

Summer hours are now in effect — The office will be closed on
Fridays until the Labour Day Weekend.

Peanut Butter —Our quota for 2025 is to collect 1,000 jars of peanut
butter for the Volunteer Center. Up to July 16" we have received 478
jars and have funds on hand to purchase another 105 jars.

As part of our Stewardship Program here at First United,
information on Planned Giving through Wills and Bequests is available
to our congregational membership. The information is available from
the church office. Below you will find a stewardship quote relating to
the same.

How much is enough?

Maybe you have enough already.

100" Anniversary Lapel Pin - The
United Church Bookstore is taking orders
for the 100th anniversary centennial lapel
pin. The cost is $8.50 tax included. There
is only a limited supply, so get your order
in quickly to avoid disappointment. Please
contact Leona (llaundry@united-
church.ca) by email

or call at 709-399-0834.

Community News

The family of the /ate Walter Sealy has asked that we advise you of
the Celebration of Life to be held on Saturday, July 26" at 11 AM at
St. George’s Anglican Church, 432 King Avenue, Bathurst NB. There
will be a visitation with the family before the service starting at 10 AM
in the church hall.
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President’s Message

It has been six weeks since | was installed as President of the FSLDW
Region. Where does the time go? | had made some wonderful plans to
participate in various 100th Anniversary celebrations across our Region, to
attend the National Celebration in St John’s on June 8, and began preparing
to attend GC 45 in Calgary in early August. | also hoped to be able to
worship with many of you in your home churches on a Sunday morning as a
‘summer visitor”.

Alas, none of these great plans came to be. As many of you already know |
was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer shortly after our Celebration of

Ministries and began chemotherapy shortly there after on June 24.

| was able to chair the June 17 Regional Council Executive Meeting and am
grateful to all who have assisted me —in fulfilling the duties of the office of
President thus far. | am currently scheduled for 12 chemotherapy courses
over the course of 24 weeks which will take me into the fall season.

| am both hopeful and optimistic that detection was early and therapy was
instituted promptly. | want to thank those who have taken time to reach out
with words of prayer, encouragement, good news stories and support.

| am reminded daily of the words of Proverbs 3: 5-6 “Trust in the LORD with
all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all
you do, and he will show you which path to take.”

I hope each of you have a happy, restful and rejuvenating summer taking
time to do something restorative for yourself that you may have been putting
off for some time.

Blessings and peace,
Hugh.




SCRIPTURE READINGS - New International Version (NIV)
GENESIS 18:1-10

1 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while
he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.

2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he
saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and
bowed low to the ground.

3 He said, “If I have found favour in your eyes, my lord, do not pass
your servant by.

4 Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your

feet and rest under this tree.

5 Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then
go on your way - now that you have come to your servant.”

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”

6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get
three seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.”

7 Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave
it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it.

8 He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been
prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near
them under a tree.

9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.

“There, in the tent,” he said.

10 Then one of them said, I will surely return to you about this time

next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”

LUKE 10:38-42
At the Home of Martha and Mary

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village
where a woman named Martha opened her home to him.

39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to
what he said.

40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don't you care that my
sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”

41 "Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset
about many things,

42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen
what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”



