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Lectionary for next Sunday
Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

Lectionary for today
Amos 7:7-17
Psalm 82
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

Today we welcome the Rev. Dr. Beverly Daley
and thank her for leading us in our worship service.

The bulletins are in loving memory of Betty Garrett placed by Brenda

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are
invited to stand as you are able.

MUSIC FOR GATHERING
WELCOME
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: (7n unison)

...As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to
remember we live and love, and work and worship on lands
that are, by law, the unceded territory of the original peoples,
the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on this land, and live
in peace and in friendship with its people.

CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively)

One: Come, neighbours and strangers, prophets and seekers of
justice,

All: those who need a helping hand, and those who have
something to offer.

One: Whether your faith is weak or strong,

All: come: let us be neighbours in this place, and let us
worship God together

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP: "Gather Us In” MV #7

Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
ground us, ground us in you.

GATHERING PRAYER:

God of love and compassion, you call us to be people of
compassion, too: to experience in our living the lives of others, to
laugh with their joys and cry with their sorrows. In this time of
worship speak to us again your words of love and remind us again
of what it means to be a neighbour. We pray in the name of Jesus,
the ultimate neighbour, Amen

*GATHERING HYMN: "Come, Let Us Sing” VU #222

Come, let us sing to the Lord our song,
we have stood silently too long;

surely the Lord deserves our praise,

so joyfully thank God for our days.

O thirsty soul, come drink at the well;

God’s living waters will never fail.

Surely the Lord will help you to stand,
strengthened and comforted by God’s hand.
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You dwell among us and cause us to pray,
and walk with each other following your way;
our precious brothers and sisters will grow

in the fulfilling love they know.

Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing
to the desire of all living things.

Come, all you creatures, high and low,

let your praises endlessly flow.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE:

(The Christ Candle is lit)

We light this candle as a symbol and a reminder of the presence of

Christ with us as we worship this day.

* RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 82 VU Page #799

Refrain:
Salvation is from God, our God.

God stands in the council of heaven,
in the midst of the gods gives judgement:
'How long will you judge unjustly,
and favour the cause of the wicked?'
Give justice to the weak and the orphan,
maintain the right of the lowly and destitute.
Rescue the weak and the needy,
save them from the hands of the wicked.

Refrain:

You neither know nor understand;
you go about in darkness;

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

I say then to you: 'Gods you all may be,
and offspring of the Most High;
but you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any of the mighty.'
_3_

Rise up, O God, and judge the earth,
and take all the nations as your possession!

Refrain:
Salvation is from God, our God.

Acknowledgement:
Refrain by Norman L. Warren, 1969; VU 757

CHORAL RESPONSE — “"How Deep the Peace” MV #95

How deep the peace, the confidence,
of those whose wrongs are forgiven.
How deep the peace, the confidence,
Of those whose hearts are healed.

A moment for silent reflection and contemplation,
a time for listening...

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively)

...The peace of Christ be with you all!
Wil Hello!

And also with you! N7
. o €
Please share with one another o
words and signs of peace.
SHARING OUR STORIES
*HYMN: "By the Well, a Thirsty Woman” MV #117

By the well, a thirsty woman
found the life that you could give,
we, too, thirst like empty vessels —
fill us full that we may live.

Jesus, source of living water,
Well-spring bubbling deep with-in,
By the waters of our baptism
wisdom purpose life begin.



Plant us firm, like trees by water,
send our roots down deep in you,
quench our parched and thirsty spirits
with your water, pure and true.
Jesus, source of living water,
Nourisher of all on earth,

By the waters of our baptism

quicken growth and give new birth.

May we be your streams of justice,
as the water, may we move

through your people — by your Spirit
showing mercy, sharing love.

Jesus source of living water,
Ground-swell forcing truth to view,
By the waters of our baptism

Set us free to live for you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (7n unison)

O God, open our hearts and minds by the power of your
Holy Spirit, that as the scriptures are read and your Word
proclaimed, we may hear what you are saying to us today.
Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS:

A HEBREW READING
Amos 7:7-17 "God holds a plumb line in the midst of God'’s people”

Anne Brooks

One: This is the witness of Israel.
All: Thanks be to God.

A GOSPEL READING Rev. Dr. Bev Daley
Luke 10:25-37 "The parable of the Good Samaritan”

One: This is the Good News of Jesus Christ.
All: Praise to Christ the Word.
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SERMON

GIFT OF MUSIC

YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS
INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING:

Ronalds Family

Our God is a God of justice and mercy. May our hearts of faithfulness
lead our hands to works of compassion and inspire us to reach out to
our neighbours with our gifts of time and talents. Our offerings will
now be gathered.

OUR OFFERING IS GATHERED

*OFFERING RESPONSE:
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow"

VU #541

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

OFFERING PRAYER: (in unison)

God of grace and compassion,

may our gifts enable your church to be a place where
strangers become friends,

outcasts are welcomed,

seekers receive,

and doubters find faith. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER

PRAYER OF JESUS VU Page #910

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

*C

LOSING HYMN: "Body, Mind and Spirit”

Body, mind and spirit,
Holy, earthly trinity,
Joy of God, Creator,
Life lived abundantly.

Body, mind and spirit,

Challenged, battered by earth’s ills,
Know that Christ rests within us,
And stormy water stills.

Body, mind and spirit,
Nurtured in community,
Prayer, concern, loving action,
Faithful humanity.

Body, mind and spirit,

In God'’s image born to be.
Sing, rejoice in life most sacred.
Revel in mystery.

*COMMISSIONING

One: Go from this gathering

to meet your neighbour

with open hands and an open heart,
giving and receiving

the goodness of God’s love!

All: We go to love God,
and to love our neighbours
as we love ourselves. Amen.
BENEDICTION

MV #153

*CHORAL CLOSING: “"May God’s Sheltering Wings” MV #214

May God'’s sheltering wings,

her gathering wings protect you.
May God'’s nurturing arms,

her cradling arms sustain you,
and hold you in her love,

and hold you in her love.

(The Christ Candle is extinguished.)
POSTLUDE




Church News

Summer hours are now in effect — The office will be closed on
Fridays until the Labour Day Weekend.

Bathurst Community Market will be closed on Saturday, July 19%.
The vendors will return on Saturday, July 26%.

Peanut Butter —Our quota for 2025 is to collect 1,000 jars of peanut
butter for the Volunteer Center. Up to July 10™ we have received 474
jars and have funds on hand to purchase another 100 jars.

As part of our Stewardship Program here at First United, information
on Planned Giving through Wills and Bequests is available to our
congregational membership. The information is available from the
church office. Below you will find a stewardship quote relating to the
same.

Stewardship is as much about nourishing communities
and nourishing spiritual health as it is about money.

100%™ Anniversary Lapel Pin The United
Church Bookstore is taking orders for the

100th anniversary centennial lapel pin. The
cost is $8.50 tax included. There is only a
limited supply, so get your order in quickly
to avoid disappointment. Please

contact Leona (llaundry@united-church.ca) by email
or call at 709-399-0834.

Community News

The Anglican Parish of New Bandon will be holding its annual
Strawberry Social and Bake Sale on Wednesaay, July 16 from 6:00
PM to 7:30 PM at Christ Church Hall in Clifton. The cost for those
enjoying a shortcake is $8. Eat in or take out options are

available. Thank you for your continued support.

A SUMMER FESTIVAL BREAKFAST will be held at St. George’s
Anglican Church, 432 King Avenue, on Saturday, July 19* from 8 AM
— 10 AM. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children under 12.
Tickets may be purchased in advance by dropping by the church office or
calling 506-546-3225.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS - New Living Translation (NLT)
A Hebrew Reading - Amos 7:7-17 (New Living Translation)
God holds a plumb line in the midst of God’s people

7 Then he showed me another vision. I saw the Lord standing beside a
wall that had been built using a plumb line. He was checking it with a
plumb line to see if it was straight.

8 And the Lord said to me, "Amos, what do you see?” I answered, “A
plumb line.” And the Lord replied, "I will test my people with this plumb
line. I will no longer ignore all their sins.

9 The pagan shrines of your ancestors and the temples of Israel will be
destroyed, and I will bring the dynasty of King Jeroboam to a sudden
end.”

10 But when Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, heard what Amos was saying,
he rushed a message to King Jeroboam: “Amos is hatching a plot against
you right here on your very doorstep! What he is saying is intolerable. It

will lead to rebellion all across the land.

11 He is saying, ‘Jeroboam will soon be killed and the people of Israel will
be sent away into exile.” ”

12 Then Amaziah sent orders to Amos: “Get out of here, you seer! Go on
back to the land of Judah and do your preaching there!

13 Don't bother us here in Bethel with your prophecies, especially not
here where the royal sanctuary is!”

14 But Amos replied, “I'm not one of your professional prophets. I
certainly never trained to be one. I'm just a shepherd, and I take care of
fig trees.

15 But the Lord called me away from my flock and told me, ‘Go and
prophesy to my people in Israel.’

16 “Now then, listen to this message from the Lord! You say, ‘Don't
prophesy against Israel. Stop preaching against my people.’

17 But this is what the Lord says: Because you have refused to listen,
your wife will become a prostitute in this city, and your sons and
daughters will be killed. Your land will be divided up, and you yourself
will die in a foreign land. And the people of Israel will certainly become
captives in exile, far from their homeland.”

One This is the witness of Israel
All: Thanks be to God.

Luke 10:25-37
The parable of the Good Samaritan.
LUKE 10:25-37 (New Living Translation - NLT)

25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking
him this question: “Teacher, what must I do to receive eternal life?”

A Gospel Reading

26 Jesus replied, "What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?”

27 The man answered, " *You must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.” And, ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.” ”

28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”

29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “"And who is
my neighbor?”

30 Jesus replied with an illustration: “A Jewish man was traveling on a
trip from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They

stripped him of his clothes and money, beat him up, and left him half

dead beside the road.

31 "By chance a Jewish priest came along; but when he saw the man
lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by.

32 A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he
also passed by on the other side.

33 "Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man,
he felt deep pity.

34 Kneeling beside him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with medicine
and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took
him to an inn, where he took care of him.

35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two pieces of silver and told
him to take care of the man. ‘If his bill runs higher than that,” he said, ‘T'll
pay the difference the next time I am here.’

36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man
who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked.

37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said,
“Yes, now go and do the same.”

One: This is the Good News of Jesus Christ.
All: Praise to Christ the Word.



