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Lectionary for today 

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104 24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17, 25-27 

Lectionary for next Sunday 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
Psalm 8 

Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where you are 

invited to stand as you are able. 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING 

WELCOME: Happy Birthday! 

TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: (in unison)   

…As we gather to worship, let’s respectfully pause to 

remember we live and love, and work and worship on 

lands that are, by law, the unceded territory of the original 

peoples, the Mi'kmaq. May we live with respect on this 

land, and live in peace and in friendship with its people. 

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP: Psalm 100   VU #820 

   “Make a Joyful Noise”    
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CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively)   

Can you hear it?   

Can you feel it in your bones? Can you sense it in your soul? 

The heart of God beats for you; the voice of God is calling! 

Love’s call rushes in like a nor’easterly wind! 

From Bathurst, down shore and in between, 

Youghall, Beresford and North Tetagouche too, 

from Salmon Beach, Clifton and Canobie, from wherever we come, 

from the heart of God,  

Love lights on us like a dancing flame. 

Today the church is reborn; on this new day we are given new life!  

Today, in the Spirit, we gather in expectation, 

we remember the promise, 

we gather with hope, and we prepare for worship. 

GATHERING PRAYER: (responsively) 

God of wind and fire, of every generation and everything new, you 

enter into this house with all that you are, you pour your Spirit 

upon us here.  One hundred years ago, Methodist and Presbyterian 

faithful united together in the Spirit to become one congregation, 

and many more from varied traditions have gathered together in 

this place ever since.  As in every beginning, may your Spirit brood 

over our re-creation as we speak and sing of faith, and seek 

understanding, justice and peace.  For you lift us, enflame us, you 

strengthen us so that out of this time together and in changing 

times we may always be your Church, always the Body of Christ. 

May it always be so.  Amen. 

*GATHERING HYMN:     VU #240 

“Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 
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Praise, my soul, the God of heaven,  

glad of heart your carols raise, 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,  

who, like me should sing God’s praise. 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!   

Praise the Maker all your days! 

 

Praise God for the grace and favour  

shown our forebears in distress; 

God is still the same forever,  

slow to chide and swift to bless. 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!   

Sing our Maker’s faithfulness! 

 

Like a loving parent caring,  

God knows well our feeble frame; 

gladly all our burdens bearing,  

still to countless years the same. 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!   

All within me, praise God’s name! 

 

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish;  

blows the wind and it is gone; 

but, while mortals rise and perish,  

God endures unchanging on. 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!   

Praise the high eternal one. 

 

Angels, teach us adoration,  

you behold God face to face; 

sun and moon and all creation,  

dwellers all in time and space. 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!   

Praise with us the God of grace! 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE: 

(The Christ Candle is lit) 
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We light this candle to remind us of the shining presence of our 

risen Christ and the Divine delight in our re-creation.  It is the light 

that is never eclipsed, that rises over every heart and every new 

horizon.  May the Lovelight always shine in our eyes, that together 

we see more clearly the beauty and the need of the world.  In its 

light may we see ourselves anew.  And together, may we respond 

with a faithful love that helps overcome the shadows of fear with 

grace, hope, justice and peace.  

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS: 

Today we celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of The United 

Church of Canada, on a day when we will share the story of the 

birth of the Church long ago and far away in a different house of 

God.  It is Pentecost.  And so, in the Spirit, the Advocate and 

Helper promised by Jesus, we remember not just all the times 

when we and our church stood for love and hope and justice and 

peace.  We remember too when we stumbled, when we did not 

see God in one another, when we failed to listen and learn and 

love, when we failed to stand with faith and courage with our 

siblings here and around the world.  And we remember our asking 

for forgiveness, and our commitments to restoration and 

reconciliation. 

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Take, O Take Me as I Am”  MV #85 

Take, O take me as I am;  

summon out what I shall be;  

set your seal upon my heart 

and live in me, in me. 

A moment for silent reflection and contemplation,  

a time for listening… 

OUR HEARTS ARE FILLED: 

Yes, the Spirit is sent to us, it wings its way into our lives that 

through us love might take flight.  It helps us to burn with 

compassion and breathe with conviction; the Spirit holds us as we 

humbly walk with our God.   
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Be assured that the Spirit is with you in the unfolding of Creation 

of which together, we are an integral part.  The Spirit is with you, 

it is in you, it enfolds us all in the flow of eternity and the power of 

love and grace. 

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Know That God Is Good”  MV 104 

Know that God is good, 

know that God is good, 

know that God is good, 

God is good, God is good. 

 

C’est vrai: Dieu est bon! 

C’est vrai: Dieu est bon! 

C’est vrai: Dieu est bon! 

Dieu est bon! Dieu est bon! 

 

Mungu ni mwema,  

mungu ni mwema, 

mungu ni mwema,  

ni mwema, ni mwema. 

 

Know that God is good, 

know that God is good, 

know that God is good, 

God is good, God is good. 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 

…The peace of the risen Christ be with you all!  

And also with you! 

Please share with one another words and signs of peace. 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 104:24-35  VU Page 827 

Part 2   “God with Wisdom creates all things”  

Refrain 2  “Hallelujah!” 

O God, how manifold are your works! 
 With Wisdom at your side you made them all; 
 the earth is full of your creatures. 
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Refrain: 
 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

There lies the great and might Sea, 
Teeming with living things both great and small. 

 Upon it sail the ships, and there is Leviathan, 
 the monster you made to play in it. 
 

All these look to you, 
to give them their food in due season. 
 What you give them they gather up. 
 When you open your hand,  
 you fill them with good things. 
But when you hide your face they despair. 
When you take away their breath, they die 
and return to dust. 
 But when you send out your spirit, they live again, 
 and you renew the face of the earth. 
 

Refrain: 
 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

May your glory, O God, endure forever. 
 May you rejoice, O God, in your works. 
When you look at the earth it trembles, 
 when you touch the mountains they smoke. 
I will sing to God as long as I live. 
 I will praise my God while I have being. 
 

Refrain: 
 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

SHARING OUR STORIES: What brought you here? 

    When have you experienced the Spirit? 

*HYMN: “In Gods Presence, Let Us Worship” (Deep, Bold, Daring) 

Alicia Walls & Christopher Lane 

In God’s presence, let us worship 

with a faith that’s grounded deep. 

Giving thanks for those before us, 

faith to follow, faith to keep. 
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Built upon a firm foundation,  

working in community, 

deep in faith, your vision guides us  

with God’s love for all to see. 

 

Faith and mission come together  

in the daily acts we live. 

Love and serve your neighbour gladly, 

there is always much to give. 

God has called us, let us follow. 

Holy Spirit, set us free, 

to live out our common purpose. 

Bold and daring, let us be. 

 

Seeking justice, love in action, 

let us answer your great call. 

Hope for peace and transformation, 

making change for one and all. 

God of vision, show us wisdom, 

Seeking ways for us to be 

deep, bold, daring as we journey  

in the world with unity. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (in unison) 

Just as you breathe into us life, God of love, give us 

understanding in this time of listening.  Shed your light as 

from the flame of your desire, that we might gain wisdom, 

insight and vision.  Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:    Jennifer Oliver 

John 14:8-17, 25-27 God will send you the Spirit of Truth 

Acts 2:1-21 On Pentecost the Spirit comes 

SERMON: “A Spirited hope” 

GIFT OF MUSIC: “Sing a New Song to the Lord!” 
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YOUR GENEROSITY MATTERS   Ronalds Family 

INVITATION TO MAKE AN OFFERING: 

Faithful still, with love, vision and hope we share all we have and 

are.  With generations past, we give with gratitude and we give in 

the grace of the Spirit’s urging.  Our offerings will now be 

gathered. 

OUR OFFERING IS GATHERED 

*OFFERING RESPONSE:      VU #541 

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

Praise God from whom all blessing flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low;  

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

OFFERING PRAYER: (in unison) 

Bless all that we offer, God of all, of our time, treasure and 

talent.  May your kingdom of love, hope and peace come 

rushing in like the wind, and attract and energise your 

world like a roaring flame.  Come, Holy Spirit, come!  

Hosanna and Amen! 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

PRAYER OF JESUS 

*HYMN: “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  VU #326 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of God's grace. 

 

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 

that bids our sorrows cease; 

'tis music in the sinner's ears, 

'tis life and health and peace. 
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He speaks, and listening to his voice, 

new life the dead receive, 

the mournful broken hearts rejoice, 

the humble poor believe. 

 

Hear him, you deaf; you voiceless ones, 

your tongues again employ; 

you blind, behold your Saviour comes, 

and leap, you lame, for joy! 

 

My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad 

the honours of your name. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CLOSING HYMN: “Gathering Spirit” 

There they gathered all together,  

in a room locked up so tight; 

fearful huddled the disciples,  

in their spirits’ darkest night. 

Christ appeared, stood there among them,  

soothed their hearts, waylaid their fright, 

“I will send God’s loving Spirit,  

that your lives, your faith, take flight.” 

 

When again gathered together,  

came the sound of rushing wind. 

Tongues of fire there danced among them,  

all the faithful spoke as kin. 

Though amazement, sneers and laughter  

greeted what they had to say, 

Peter shared the sacred story,  

and declared God’s saving day. 
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As we gather all together,  

faithful still through all these years, 

send your Spirit, God-among-us;  

give us words and ears to hear. 

Give us wind and fire to guide us,  

for your road’s not always seen. 

We go out with love and vision;  

it’s a time to hope and dream. 
8787D ALL THE WAY (VU 635) 

Words: David GC Allan, 2012, 2025,  

in collaboration with Lydia Pedersen 

Music: Robert S Lowry, 1875 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL CLOSING: “May the God of Peace”  MV #224 

May the God of peace and of all good, 
may the God of peace and of all good 
be always with you. Amen! 
May God’s peace be with you. Amen! 

SHARING THE LIGHT 

(The Christ Candle is extinguished.) 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

Each one of us can make a difference. 

Together we make change. 

~Barbara Mikulski~  
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Church News 

This Week at First United Church 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday to Thursday 

Tuesday 9:30 AM-11:30 AM Quilters – DEMH Downstairs office 

Wednesday 6:30 PM Choir Practice 

Saturday 8:00 AM–1:00 PM Bathurst Community Market - GYM 

Summer hours are now in effect – The office will be closed on 

Fridays until the Labour Day Weekend. 

Peanut Butter –Our quota for 2025 is to collect 1,000 jars of peanut 

butter for the Volunteer Center.  Up to June 5th we have received 452 

jars and have funds on hand to purchase another 75+ jars. 

As part of our Stewardship Program here at First United, 

information on Planned Giving through Wills and Bequests is available 

to our congregational membership.  The information is available from 

the church office.  Below you will find a stewardship quote relating to 

the same. 

 

Membership: If you would like to become a member of First UC, or 

to learn more about what membership is all about, please speak to 

Rev. David or contact the office.  Membership can come about in a 

number of ways, through Confirmation, transfer from another 

congregation, or by Profession of Faith.  We already have one person 

taking this meaningful step; might there be more?  Might it be you? 

Next Sunday, June 15th, we will be celebrating our graduates.  

Breanna Lee will be our guest speaker. 

Thank You:  We would like to express our appreciation to Beth and 

Bob Sullivan for supplying the new planters located at the church 

entrances.  Thank you to Gary Branch for planting them. 
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Discipleship is about listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit 

and learning to keep generosity at the heart of our actions. 


