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Lectionary for today Lectionary for next Sunday  

I Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147 

Ephesians 1:3-14 
John 1: (1-9), 10-18 

 

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where the congregation is 
invited to stand as able. 

 

Organ Prelude: 
 

*Choral Opening: ‘Gentle Mary Laid Her Child’ #46VU vs2 
Angels sang about his birth. 
Wise men sought and found him, 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, 
Glory all around him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
Heard the angels singing, 
All the plains were lit that night, 
All the hills were ringing. 

 

Welcoming 
Jesus went with his parents  
and came to Nazareth;   
and his mother kept all these things in her heart.   
And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature,  
and in favour with God and the people.   
    Luke 2:51-52 
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Welcoming Friends Worshipping by CD: 
 
Announcements: 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle:   (in unison) 

Holy God,we light the Christ Candle  
on this last Sunday of 2015  
we thank you for your presence with us 
in all the years of our lives. 
We have known joy, and also sorrow, 
success and failure, 
and through it all, you have been with us— 
the companion of all our journeys. 
Much of life is fleeting 
and so we thank you for things that endure: 
the love of faithful friends, 
wisdom gained from experience, 
the reliability of nature, 
and your steadfast love. 
We thank you for this new year which awaits us; 
take us by the hand, and lead us on.   
 

Call To Worship: 
One: The Magi came from many places, following a star.  
All: We come to worship,  
 and the star sheds light on our lives. 
One: The Magi brought gifts to offer the Child. 
All: We too bring gifts— 
 ourselves, our hopes, our dreams. 
One: Shepherds and Magi—the meek and the mighty— 
 all were welcome in Bethlehem. 
All: We too come to Bethlehem  
 and then return to our homes rejoicing. 
 
Prayer of Approach:  (in unison) 

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires, known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
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cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
*Opening Hymn:    ‘Angels from the Realms of Glory’ #36 VU 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

 

Introduction to the Sacrament of Baptism: 
 
Minister: Parents, Family, Relatives, Friends in Christ, we gather 
now around this font to celebrate the gift of grace in the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

They were bringing children to Jesus that he might touch them, 
and bless them, and the disciples rebuked them.  But when Jesus 
saw it he was indignant and said to them. 
“Let the children come to me, do not hinder them, for to such     
belongs the realm of God.  Truly I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the realm of God like a child shall not enter it.” 
 

And then Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, laying 
his hands upon them.  
 

Baptismal Hymn:  
  ‘Child of Blessing, Child of Promise’ #444VU 
 

Prayer: 
One: Let us celebrate God’s gift of grace  
 given to us in the sacrament of baptism.  
All: There is one body  
 and one Spirit;  
 we have one hope in Christ. 
One: There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
 one God, Creator of us all.  
All: Out of the water of baptism  
 we rise with new life,  
 forgiven, renewed, and one with Christ,  
 members of Christ’s body.   
    Ephesians4:4-6 
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One: The Sacrament of Baptism proclaims  
and celebrates the Grace of God.  
Therefore, we gather at this font  
to proclaim for  
Abigail Gladys Dale McGrath-Hairston  
and Arthur Gilbert Nowaczek 
the gift of God’s Grace and Call  
in Jesus Christ, and to celebrate their welcome  
into the Family of Faith. 
 

Presentation of child for Baptism:       
On behalf of the Christian Development Team  
of the Bathurst Pastoral Charge,  
a congregation of the United Church of Canada,  
I present: 
  Abigail Gladys Dale McGrath-Hairston   
   Daughter of 
    Jamie Angela Hairston  
      and 
    Quentin Leonard Matthew McGrath 
And 
  Arthur Gilbert Nowaczek 
   Son of 
    Maryann Ina Moffitt 
      and 
    Aaron Jason Nowaczek 
to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

  

Questions of the Parents  
Minister: Do you desire to have your child 
   baptized into the Family of Faith of Jesus Christ? 
Answer:   We do!                
 
Minister:  Therefore, I ask you before God, and your families 
 and friends, do you profess your faith in God your   
 Heavenly Father, in Jesus Christ your Saviour and   
 Lord, and in the Holy Spirit your teacher and guide? 
Answer:   We do! 
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Minister:   Will you bring up your child in the knowledge and  
 love of God, teaching them the truths and duties of   
 the  Christian Faith, that they may be led to profess   
 Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour? 
Answer:   We will, God being our helper! 
 
Minister:   Will you join with your brothers and sisters in the  
 mission and ministry of Christ’s Church? 
Answer:   We will! 
 
Minister:   Will you share with your children the Christian Life, 
 and seek to grow with them in faith, hope and love? 
Answer:   We will! 
 
*A New Creed:   (in unison) 
  We are not alone,  
   we live in God’s world. 
  We believe in God: 
   who has created and is creating, 
   who has come in Jesus, 
   the Word made flesh, 
   to reconcile and make new, 
  who works in us and others 
    by the Spirit. 
  We trust in God. 
  We are called to be the Church: 
   to celebrate God’s presence, 
   to live with respect in Creation, 
   to love and serve others, 
   to seek justice and resist evil, 
   to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
   our judge and our hope. 
  In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
   God is with us. 
  We are not alone. 
  Thanks be to God.  Amen  

 
*Church Family Commitment 
Minister:   We pledge to these children and their parents  
 our support and care. 
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All: As a baptized and baptizing Church,  
 we commit ourselves to support  
 and uphold these children, and their parents,  
 within the Community of Faith.   
 May God grant us the Grace to live out our Baptism.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Pouring of Water:  
Minister: God be with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts 
All:    We lift them up to God 
Minister:  Let us give thanks to God 
All:    It is good to give God thanks and praise 
 
Minister:  (As Water is being poured).   

Eternal and present God,  
we thank you for the Water with which you bless us.  
We pray O God that you will send  
your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon this water,  
that this font may become our font of blessing  
and your gift of peace. 

 
Prayer:    (in  unison) 

Gracious and Holy God,  
we bless you for the gift of life,  
and, within it, the gift of water.  
Over its unshaped promise  
your Spirit hovered at creation.  
By water, comes the growth of the earth.  
Through water,  
you led the children of Israel to freedom.  
In the waters of the Jordan  
your Child Jesus was baptized. 
Now may your Spirit be upon us and what we do,  
that this water may be a sign for all  
of new life in Christ, 
in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
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The Baptism: 

I baptize you:  
 Abigail Gladys Dale McGrath-Hairston 
 Arthur Gilbert Nowaczek 
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
I sign you with the Cross. 

 
The Laying of the Hands:         

 
Welcome by the Congregation:  
Minister: We welcome Abigail and Arthur  
 into the Household of Faith.   
        We welcome you with joy and thanksgiving. 
All: We  are  members of the Body of Christ.   

We are inheritors of God’s promise.   
So, in the Name of Christ, 
we welcome Abigail and Arthur  
into the family of faith. 

 
Choral Response: 
    ‘A Little Child the Saviour Came’  #445 VU 
  
Placement of Banner Sheep: 
 
Presentation of Stole, Certificate, Candle, and Bible: 

 
Blessing:   
 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

Prayer for Understanding:   
God who leads by a Star,  
show us the direction to Bethlehem.   
Lead us to the place where love is born in our lives.   
Give us signs along the road as we make our journey,   
that we may follow in your way.  Amen. 
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Scripture Readings:     Gary Branch 

New Testament Lesson:   Colossians 3:12-17 
Responsive Psalm:   Psalm 148 #871VU  
Gospel Lesson: Luke 2 :41-52 

 

*Hymn: ‘Once in Royal David’s City’  #62 VU 
  

Meditation: “Roles and Relationships being a parent in 2016” 
 

Anthem:   ‘Good Christian Friends Rejoice’ 

 
THE COMMUNITY RESPONDS 

 

Presentation of Gifts and Self to God: 
 

Choral Response: ‘ 
Praise God with songs that never cease, 
Praise God who fills the earth with peace. 
Praise God for love and joy within, 
The Holy Child is born again  
   

*Prayer of Dedication:  
 

Prayer Of Confession:  
Light has come into the world  
but we love the night. 
Love has come into the world 
but we continue to hate. 
Grace has come into the world 
but we cannot forgive. 
Hope has come into the world 
but we are surrounded by despair. 
New life has come into the world 
but we are tired. 
Peace has come into the world 
but conflict continues. 
Joy has come into the world 
but we are sad. 

(silence) 
Judge us, O God, by your gracious love. 
Forgive us, O God, and set us free.  Amen. 
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Choral Response:   

O holy Child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; 
be born in us today. 

 
Assurance of Pardon: 

The past is behind us,  
the future is before us, 
the moment of new beginnings is now! 
As forgiven people we are filled with hope. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Reflective Music / Silent Prayer: 
 

Pastoral Prayer: 
We call to mind our concerns and commitments,  
and join our prayers for peace and well-being  
to the prayers of the whole church 
as they are offered this day for the whole world. 
Let us pray:  
We remember the people we know  
who are in trouble, and all who experience illness 
and pray for healing and happiness for all.  

(silence) 
We seek God’s encouragement:  
for honest trade and just commerce; 
for medicine and education;  
for the gifts and aptitudes in every person  
which serve justice in community living. 

(silence) 
We pray for peace on earth: 
for the generous sharing of the earth’s resources  
and the responsible sharing of the earth’s problems;  
for understanding of others 
and willingness to regard the diversity of human culture  
as more stimulating than threatening;  
for the turning of swords into ploughshares  
and spears into pruning hooks. 

(silence) 
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We pray for the church, 
by all its names and in all its places:  
for its continuing usefulness  
as a channel of grace and hope;  
for its rescue from bureaucracy and stagnation;  
for its witness to unity and justice;  
for its commitment to hospitality and compassion.  

(silence) 
We commend to the Lord our families and friends;  
and let us ask God to help us in the days of this coming 
week. 

(silence) 
Amen.  
 

*The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

 

THE COMMUNITY GOES FORTH 

 

*Closing Hymn:   ‘‘Go, Tell it on the Mountain’   #43 VU 
  

*Commissioning:   ( in unison) 
God be in my head, and in my understanding;  
God be in my eyes, and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 
God be at my end, and at my departing. 
  attributed to St. Patrick 5th Century 
 

*Blessing:  
Light of God to give us hope  
Power of God to protect us 
Light of God to give us joy 
Peace of God to calm us 
Light of God to give us faith 
Grace of God to save us 
This day and forevermore. 
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* Choral Closing:  I am Walking a Path of Peace’  (#221 MV)  
I am walking a path with heart 
I am walking a path with heart 
I am walking a path with heart 
lead me home, lead me home.  

 

Organ Postlude: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will open the book.  

Its pages are blank.  

We are going to put  

words on them ourselves.  

The book is called Opportunity  

and its first chapter is New Year's Day.  

~Edith Lovejoy Pierce~ 
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Church News 

 

This Week at First United –Dec. 28 – Jan. 2 
 

Monday Office Closed Boxing Day 

Thursday 12pm Office Closed New Years Eve 

Friday Office Closed New Years  Day 

 
Peanut Butter for Volunteer Centre  
Commitment December 31, 2015 900  
Total to Date      884 
To meet our obligation, we will need to collect  
29-30 jars of peanut butter per week. 
The Volunteer Center supplies, on average, 430 households monthly 
with that amount growing to over 530 during the Christmas season. 
 

Notice from Nominations Team 

The Nominations Team would like to take this opportunity to invite 
all who support the life and work of Christ’s Church in the world to 
serve on a working team of our faith community.  A complete list of 
Teams and Sub-Teams is posted in the Narthex for your convenience 
in volunteering for a specific team.  Those presently serving on 
teams are also encouraged to review the lists to ensure their names 
have not been omitted in error and to verify that their choice of team 
has not changed. If you have any questions as to the role of a 
specific team, please contact one of the Nominations Team members 
or the Church Office.  We thank you in advance for your continued 
support, and for your feedback by January 6, 2016.  This would give 
the Team sufficient time to prepare their report for the Annual 
Meeting for approval. 
 
 
 

Act as if what you do makes a difference. 

It does. 

~William James~ 

 
 

 
 
Notice: Sound system units for hearing impaired individuals are 
available.  Please ask the soundboard operator for assistance.   
 
2016 Envelopes: The Givings Envelopes for 2016 are located in 
the narthex.  Please insure that envelopes for the correct year are 
used as individual contribution #’s may have changed. 
 
The Upper Room  for Jan. and Feb. are in the Narthex. Please feel 
free to take one. A container for donations is located with the 
publication.  
 
Notice from the Property Management Team For security 
reasons, all doors to the sanctuary will be kept locked except the one 
closest to the office. To enter the church during business hours, 
please use the St. Patrick Street entrance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am only one, 

but I am one. 

I cannot do everything, 

but I can do something. 

And I will not let what I cannot do 

interfere with what I can do. 

~Edward Everett Hale~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Colossians 3:12-17 New International Version (NIV) 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience.  

13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has 
a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  

14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  
16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in 
your hearts.  
17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him. 
 

Luke 2:41-52 New International Version (NIV) 

The Boy Jesus at the Temple 

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of 
the Passover.  

42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, 
according to the custom.  

43 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning 
home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were 
unaware of it.  

44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. 
Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 
friends.  

45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to 
look for him.  

46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  

47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and 
his answers.  

48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father 
and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I 
had to be in my Father’s house?”[a]  

50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to 
them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart.  
52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and man. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2+%3A41-52&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25023a

