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THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

The asterisk * identifies those times in the service where the congregation is 
invited to stand as able. 

 

Organ Prelude: 
 

Welcoming:   (in unison) 
This is the day the Lord has made:  
let us rejoice and be glad in it.   
     Psalm 118:24 

 

Call To Worship: 
One: Beloved children of God, 
  come on in to worship, 
  come on into the light! 
All: We come as children of the light. 
One: Come on into the light, 
  finding all that is good and true, 
  finding the path of challenge and of faith. 
All: We come as children seeking the light. 
One: We walk the path of challenge and of faith, 
  yearning to please God in thought and deed, 
  yearning for wisdom and for healing. 
All: We come as children embracing the light. 
One: We come to the manger to experience God’s love, 
  opening ourselves to vulnerability, 
  opening ourselves to love and joy. 
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All: We come as children 
 through whom the light shines, 
 within whom the light guides, 
 we see the light of love revealed in Jesus. 
 
Lighting the Advent Candle:   ‘The Christmas Candle’ 
(First four candles are relit)    The Doucet Family 
One: I’m dreaming of a bright Christmas, 

 With every Advent flame that lights. 
 When our lives turn softly, toward the godly, 
 And we hear angels in the night. 
 
 I’m dreaming of a bright Christmas 
 That will remind us of the Child. 
 Newborn in a manger, no more a stranger,  
 the One in whom God’s love has smiled! 

(The Christmas candle is lit) 
 

All: We’re dreaming of a bright Christmas. 
 And now the Christ child’s flame’s alight. 
 May these days be merry and bright. 
 May we live Christ’s love with all our might! 

 

Advent Candle-Lighting Hymn:    
     ‘A Light Is Gleaming’ #82 VU 

A light is gleaming, 
Spreading its arms throughout the night, 
Living in the light. 
Come share its gladness, 
God’s radiant love is burning bright, 
Living in the light.  

 

Opening Prayer: 
One: Glory to God in the highest,  
 and on earth, peace and goodwill toward all. 
All: For out of God’s own being, 
 Jesus will come to bring light and love to all people. 
One: Jesus is Emmanuel, God-with-us, 
 come to gather our tears and laughter, 
 our work and our play, into God’s loving embrace. 
All: Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth, peace and goodwill toward all. 
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A Christmas Presentation:   Pat MacIntosh 

 

 Introduction: Away in a Manger #69VU 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 

 Our Journey to Bethlehem:  O Little Town of Bethlehem #64VU 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

 Jesus is Born: Silent Night, Holy Night #67VU 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace,  
sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

 The Shepherds: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks  #75VU 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 

And glory shone around. 
 

 The Angels:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  #48VU 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King, 
Peace on Earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful all ye nations rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 Refrain: 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the newborn King!”  
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 The First Christmas: 

Joy to the World  #59VU 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  
let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Scripture Readings:     Hannah Fortune 
Gospel Lesson: Luke 2 : 1-12 

 

Anthem:    ‘A New Star’    First United Church School & Nursery  
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

THE COMMUNITY RESPONDS 

 

Presentation of Gifts and Self to God: 
 

Choral Response: ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ #55VU vs.4 
What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
If I were a wise man, I would do my part,  
Yet what I can, I give him, give my heart. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication: (in unison)  
We give you thanks O God  
for the gift of love revealed at Bethlehem, 
and for the world of wonder you have made – 
forest and field, sea and sky, 
and for the gift of grace that you have given – 
a little child, lying in a manger. 
Receive these gifts of tenderness and love,  
of gratitude and praise, 
and use them for your glory;  
in the name of Jesus Christ, 
the child of Bethlehem, we pray. Amen 
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THE COMMUNITY GOES FORTH 

 

*Closing Hymn:   ‘‘A Candle is Burning’    VU #6 vs 4&5 
A candle is burning, a candle of LOVE, 
A candle to point us to heaven above. 
A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth, 
For Jesus is bringing God's love to our earth. 
 
We honour Messiah with Christ's candle flame 
Our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim 
O Come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night 
As God comes among us, the Christian's true light. 
  

*Commissioning:    
One: Follow the light of hope’s guiding star.  
All: Seek the child. 
One: Listen to the words of a heavenly host.  
All: Find the child. 
One: Offer as gifts the best that you have.  
All: Serve the child. 
One: Peace be among us.   
All: God be with us.  Amen. 
 
*Blessing:  

 
Organ Postlude: 

 
 
 
 
 

Participants  
 

Mary & Joseph   Jennifer and Ray Lavigne 
Shepherds   Carter & Grace Lavigne 
Angels    Callie & Tessa Doucet 

Leading the music  Emma Vickers 

 
 


