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The pilgrim Christ, the Lamb of God,
Minister Rev. Neal Palmer Music Director Martha Vickers who found in weakness greater power
Office I-_\dmln. Isabel Clo_uston Greeters embraces us, though lost and flawed,
Custodian Steve White N
and leads us to his Rising Hour.
All musical selections reprinted under licence #4-606499, One licence for Churches
We bear the silence, cross and pain

Lectionary for today Lectionary for next Sunday of human burdens, human strife,
I Samuel 16:1-13 while sisters, brothers help sustain
Psalm 23 Psalm 118:2-2,19-29 our courage till the Feast of Life.
Ephesians 5:8-14 Matthew 21:1-11
John 9:1-41 And though the road is hard and steep,
the Spirit ever calls us on
The asterisk * identifies those times in the service through Calvary's dying, dark and deep,

where the congregation is invited to stand as able. until we see the coming Dawn.

GATHERING So let us choose the path of One

who wore, for us, the crown of thorn
and slept in death that we might wake
to life on Resurrection Morn!

MUSIC PRELUDE "The Lord’s My Shepherd”
(Gifted by Emma Vickers)

WELCOME (including our friends worshipping by CD) Rejoice, O sons and daught ers!

Sing and shout hosannas! Raise the strain
For Christ, whose death Good Friday brings,
on Easter day will live again!

LIGHTING THE LENTEN CANDLES

CENTERING FOR WORSHIP - "Spirit, Open My Heart” — MV #79

Spirft, open my heart = A LENTEN SPIRITUAL PRACTICE (Anger)
to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, CHORAL RESPONSE - “How Deep the Peace” — MV #95

in receiving and in giving,

Spirit, open my heart. How deep the peace, the confidence,

of those whose wrongs are forgiven.
How deep the peace, the confidence,

CALL TO WORSHIP of those whose hearts are healed.

GATHERING PRAYER SHARING A STORY

-
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SINGING A SONG - "This Little Light of Mine” — AGCS #66
This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel (NO!)

I'm gonna let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel (NO!)

I'm gonna let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel (NO!)

I'm gonna let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

ENGAGING
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 23
John 9:1-41

HYMN - —"Are You a Shepherd?” — MV #126
Are you a shepherd, good shepherd who leads us
safely through danger, while calming our fears?
Are you a father who shelters and feeds us,
shares in our laughter and wipes away tears?
Refrain
Yes, you are shepherd, parent and teacher,
but you are greater than all that we know.
Holy and living, loving and giving,
God, you are with us wherever we go.
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Are you a mother, good mother who bears us,

comforts, protects us and helps us to rest?

Are you a teacher who daily prepares us,

challenging students to offer their best?
Refrain

Great, gentle shepherd, forever beside us,

lead all your children in paths that are right.

Great, loving parent, wise teacher, you guide us.

We want to love you and bring you delight.
Refrain

REFLECTION
MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

GIFT OF MUSIC - “"Whispering Hope”
(Gifted by Isabel & John Clouston)

RESPONDING
MINUTE FOR MISSION
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

SHARING OUR CONCERNS - "Hold Us in Your Grace”
Hold us in your grace, O God,
Hold us in your grace.

Hold us in your grace, O God,
Hold us in your grace.

Hold us, hold us in your grace.
Hold us, hold us in your grace.

Words: Keri K. Wehlander Music: Bruce Harding and Keri K. Wehlander

Words copyright © 2007 Keri K. Wehlander, www.creativeworship.ca.

Music copyright © 2007 Keri K. Wehlander and Bruce Harding. All rights

reserved. Evensong Worship Resources, www.evensong.ca. Used by
permission.)
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER - VU #921 (Ecumenical Version) (in unison)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

GOING OUT (as God’s people)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CLOSING HYMN - "I Am the Light of the World” — VU #87
BLESSING

GOING FORTH - "An Old Irish Blessing”
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be ever at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face
and the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again, and until we meet again,
may you be held in the hollow of God’s hand.

POSTLUDE



Psalm 23 New International Version (NIV)
A psalm of David.

! The LorD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
> he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
for his name’s sake.
*Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,®?
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.

You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

® Surely your goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.

John 9 New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?”

3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. *As
long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night
is coming, when no one can work. > While I am in the world, I am
the light of the world.”

® After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the
saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. "“Go,” he told him, “wash in
the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and
washed, and came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging
asked, “Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?” ® Some
claimed that he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”

But he himself insisted, "I am the man.”

1°“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

1 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it
on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and
washed, and then I could see.”

2*Where is this man?” they asked him.

“I don't know,” he said.

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing

3 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind.

“Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the
man’s eyes was a Sabbath. ** Therefore the Pharisees also asked


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14240a

him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes,” the
man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he
does not keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they
were divided.

” Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say
about him? It was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

¥ They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received
his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. *“Is this your son?”
they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that
now he can see?”

20"We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know
he was born blind. # But how he can see now, or who opened his
eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for
himself.” % His parents said this because they were afraid of the
Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who
acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. » That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

* A second time they summoned the man who had been blind.
“Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this
man is a sinner.”

2> He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I dont know. One
thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”

® Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?”

*’He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his
disciples too?”

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s
disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 2° We know that God spoke to
Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes
from.”

39The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know
where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 3! We know that
God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who
does his will. ** Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a
man born blind. ** If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.”

3*To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare
you lecture us!” And they threw him out.

Spiritual Blindness

% Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found
him, he said, “"Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

*“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in
him.”

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one
speaking with you.”

*Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

39 Jesus said,®! “For judgment I have come into this world, so that
the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”

0 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked,
“What? Are we blind too?”

1 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but
now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
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